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July 2016
Centenary of the Battle of the Somme

British soldiers negotiate the Winter landscape along the River Somme in late 1916 
Photo: PA 

Taken from an ITV Report 
No single battle defines the First World War for Britain more than the 
Battle of the Somme. 
125,000 soldiers from Britain and its empire died across the 
Somme’s bitterly contested landscape between 1 July and 18 
November 1916. Nearly 300,000 more were wounded, some lightly, 
others never to recover. ‘The Somme’ seeped into the consciousness 
of Britain and all the nations of the Commonwealth. It has never 
been truly forgotten. 
For most people today the Battle of the Somme seems totally futile. 
It is hard to get past the bleak statistics of the fighting. 141 days of 
battle that led to an advance at its greatest point of seven miles. 
Weeks of effort and bloodshed appear to have led to little gain. 
More so even than Passchendaele and Gallipoli, the Somme now 
represents the nadir of the First World War.
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July 2016 CADFHS remembers 
the Battle of the Somme

Come along to this month’s meeting. Come along and 
experience through our speaker, Brian Stone, what is 
was like to be a WW1 soldier.

Two guardsmen bring in a wounded comrade on a stretcher at the First Battle of 
Passchendaele. Credit: Tophams/Topham Picturepoint/Press Association Images 

Lining up along the trenches as zero hour approached were legions of 
men who had joined up in the powerful waves of enthusiasm that had 
swept the nation in 1914. They had seen their collective values, the 
British way of life, as being under threat from the growing might of 
Germany and had joined up to defend them. 
Many had gone forward together in battalions of ‘Pals,’ the pride of 
their communities. 
The scale of this disaster has cast a shadow over any deeper 
understanding of the war. Yet, on the opposite end of the battle, where 
the British line joined that of the French, objectives were taken and 
the line advanced. Another unit of northern Pals, the 30th Division 
from Manchester and Liverpool, with better artillery support and more 
imaginative tactics, captured Montauban. This achievement showed 
that Kitchener’s men were not poor soldiers but, given a fair chance, 
could fight well. 

ITV report by Paul Davies.
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Poster of the August Fair. 

Copy Right & Can you help this member 

July’s meeting Brian Stone 

Jumble and Gems 

Information and diary dates 

See here: 
 http://www.cadfhs.org/the-great-war-1914-1919/ 

Scroll down for the Absent Voters list that covers our 
area. A valuable resource when searching you 

forefathers during this time!

Follow us on FaceBook

Follow us on Twitter
Follow us on our website:                   www.cadfhs.org
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Monthly Meetings 
First  Tuesday of the Month 
Everyone is welcome so do 

introduce a friend 

2.00 members and £3.00 
guests.Includes complimentary 

refreshments. 
 7pm for 7.30pm 

More details visit:  http://
www.cadfhs.org.uk/
meetings.htm 

Visit our new website here: www.cadfhs.org 

**Is there something you would like to see in this Newsletter or 
our Magazine? 
email us at mail@cadfhs.org 

 

About this web link 
see This month’s Gem >> 

The Record Office send me blogs 
each month. 
I am cautious about the amount of 
emails I send out to you and hoping I 
don’t overload our members?  
However the information the Record 
Office sends to me is very good and 
you can receive this directly to your 
self. (Which you may already do?) 
Go to the link and scroll down and you 
will see all of the blogs sent out for 
past months. 
Click ‘follow’ at the bottom of the 
page to receive regular information. 
Also checkout TAGS, buff coloured 
links on the right hand side - lots 
more to be found here. at your local 
‘Record Office’

This month’s 
Gem is  

click here. 

Derbyshire 
Record Office 

Blog

Click icon to visit  
the Archives now

 One such link I clicked on was  
about a girl in a wedding dress 

or is she? 

 Can you come up with a story 
about Muriel?  

http://www.cadfhs.org.uk/meetings.htm
https://recordoffice.wordpress.com
http://nationalarchives.gov.uk
https://recordoffice.wordpress.com/tag/wedding-dress/


July’s Meeting 
Sherwood Foresters on the Somme  

with Brian Stone

Next Meeting Tuesday  
5th July 2016. 

Monthly meetings are held at 7pm 
for 7:30 at  

St Hughs Catholic Church, Dukes 
Drive, Littlemoor. The first Tuesday of 

every month. 
Why not bring a friend?

Not to be missed this re-enactment and 
story of WW1 soldiers. 

Brian Stone is an experienced writer and lecturer specialising in military and naval 
history. He has taught adult education classes since 1984 for both the WEA and 
Nottingham University and is well known in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire, 
particularly for his acclaimed day school on the Battle of the Somme. He has 
delivered numerous talks to local history societies in the area on the Civil War 
and on the history of the Sherwood Foresters on the Somme.  



Courtesy of Twisted Twigs On 
Gnarled Branches Genealogy

****** 

Forth coming 2016 Meetings and Events  

July  5th  

Aug 2nd 

Aug 27th 

Sept 6th 

Oct 4th 

Nov 1st 

Dec 6th

Sherwood Foresters and the Battle of the Somme 

Explore and Examine original documents 

2016 Family, Local History & Heritage & 
Crafts Fair 

AGM followed by talk - Ancestors Lost to Dissent 

To be Arranged 

Derbyshire Victoria County History 

Christmas fun, games and nibbles 

Brian Stone 

Kate Henderson 

Celia Renshaw 

Philip Ryden 


