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Cover Picture 

Elder Yard Chapel 

The Chapel was built in 1694 and is one 

of the oldest buildings in Chesterfield. It 

was originally a Dissenters Chapel and is 

now a Unitarian Chapel. Dissenters were 

people who refused to conform to the 

Common Book of Prayer and were forced 

to worship in secret until the Act of 

Tolerance was passed by William and 

Mary in 1689.  

 

CHESTERFIELD AND DISTRICT FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

WEBSITE 

 

Members have you tried our website? 

Our website contains lots of useful information. You can access Church 

records, Chapman codes and browse resources for sale. 

Read exchange magazines and find our own magazine archive. 

https//www.cadfhs.org 

Mission Statement 
Chesterfield & District Family History Society aims to be one of the 

country’s leading and most forward thinking ‘Family History Societies’ 
providing a strong base to enable our members to develop and grow.  

We aim to foster a positive experience through creative and innovative 
and related services to our members. 
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Editors’ Bit 
Welcome to our 30th Anniversary 

edition of In-Spire!  We hope you 
are able to attend our special 
meeting on Wednesday 
September 4th (6:45pm – 7.30pm 
start) where we will be enjoying 
some celebratory anniversary 
refreshments as well as our A.G.M. 

 
The letters ‘A’, ‘G’ and ‘M’ always bring out a silent groan for most people, but 

fear not!  Although these meetings are very important to the lifeblood of 

CADFHS as old and new members get a chance to vote, nominate and even 

stand for election to join the Committee, our AGMs are fairly short, straight 

down to business and then it’s on with the celebrations!  This year there will be 

a chance to ‘Ask The Experts’ any questions you may have regarding your own 

research and any ‘Brick Walls’ you’ve come across.  Members have been asked 

to send in their questions to the panel in advance; as there is limited time on 

the night, all questions not addressed will be answered in our new series of 

articles from the next issue of In-Spire (December 2019) also called ‘Ask The 

Experts’.  

 

This special anniversary issue is packed with lots of goodies including an 

introduction to a fictional forensic genealogist, a local football legend, more 

Dastardly Deeds, a Halloween ghost story and a special 30th Anniversary pull 

out!  We have a report from our Event Co-ordinator Dena Fanshawe on our 

annual event at the Proact Stadium.  This event was a great success; 

informative and entertaining.  As was our participation in Chesterfield’s annual 

Medieval Market. So, settle down with a brew and a biscuit and indulge your 

inner family historian! 
 

Lyn McNair & Mary Bullas 
Co-editors 
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Celebrating 30 Years! 

Well I have been a member for just over a third of them. 

My introduction to CADFHS was visiting an exhibition at 

the museum which CADFHS had been invited to display. 

After a browse around I saw the computer person, a 

young Terry Cocking, a name I knew from the DerbysGen 

mailing list. I asked just one question, is there any Clay 

Cross records available. He kindly showed me to my own website, at which 

point I introduced myself and signed up!  

So, where has CADFHS been over 30 years? 

CADFHS 2018-19 COMMITTEE 

Neil Wilson …………………………….. Chair 

Liz Youle …………………………………  Vice Chair 

David Wheatcroft …………………..  Treasurer 

Dena Fanshawe ……………………. Acting Secretary, Events Co-ordinator, E-

Newsletter, Assistant Web Manager. 

Terry Cocking ……………………….. Printing 

Julia Wragg …………………………… Minutes Secretary, Librarian and Assistant 

Events Co-ordinator 

Mary Bullas ………………………….. Magazine Co-editor 

Dena Mountain ……………………. Raffle Organiser 

Keith Fanshawe …………………… Committee 

Ken Sanderson ……………………. Committee   

Word From The Chair 
Neil Wilson 
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We must thank the original members who formed the society, as at the time 

they were breaking away from the county society, which held all their 

meetings in Derby. Not very convenient for us in the Chesterfield area. 

Some older members will remember those who transcribed records, produced 

onto microfiche and are still for sale today. 

Transcribing is a task no one wants to do; you see the end result, but then it is 

swallowed up into a big database with the work of others. We have made 

appeals for transcribers in the past, without any success, and with the big 2 

research databases having the original records being made available to them 

by the various repositories, why should we transcribe them again? Simple, the 

society needs income that these research databases provide. There are 

mistakes on these databases which means the person you can’t find is 

probably there but misspelt. We have gone from microfiche to CD’s and now 

onto memory sticks, progress. 

Speakers at the monthly meeting: There is a list of speakers available from the 

Federation, plus some of our own members’ presentations, but if you know of 

anyone who has a talk regarding their research, or information on a One Name 

Study they are willing to share, please get in touch. 

Finally, the committee. We are always interested in members wishing to join 

the committee, whether it is for a particular post or not. The Constitution says 

we must have ‘X,Y, and Z’ and ‘the Quorum for Committee Meetings shall be 

six, at least two of whom must be Officers’. We always aim to have a deputy 

for a particular post, whether someone just to shadow the post holder or assist 

with the duties. Sometime ago, I was wearing 3 hats, and looking around, there 

are a couple who still have more than one hat on. Please support us to give 

you the society you deserve. 

MEET THE COMMITTEE! 

David Wheatcroft - Treasurer 

 I have lived in Chesterfield all my life working firstly 

in Foundries as a skilled Iron Moulder, followed by 25 

years on the buses before I retired. In that time, I 

served as a governor on several schools including 

chair of Tapton House School for a spell and was vice 

chair of Brimington Parish Council for a couple of years.  As a lifelong 
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Trade Unionist, I have held several positions including Branch Secretary & 

area delegate in the Engineering union and later in the Transport Union 

specialised in Pensions & Employee Ownership. I was a Worker Director at 

Chesterfield Buses and a Trustee in the Stagecoach Employee Share Trust 

and also as a Trustee and Administrator of the 450-employee worker 

owned Sunderland Home Care Ltd.   

On retirement from the buses I was a Director of Job Ownership Limited a 

London based company which promoted worker Ownership in this 

country and worldwide. I was also co-founder and director of CASA, a 

company providing 10,000 weekly hours of home care over the North of 

England.                                              

  I have been interested in Family history for some years but only took it 

up seriously in the last 3 or 4 years. Firstly, joining My Heritage for one 

year before changing to Ancestry for the last 2 years.   I have been lucky 

up to now to find that 2 of my ancestors have been famous, one had the 

village pub named after him and the second was the last man in this 

country to be judiciary hung and beheaded. I just hope that the Treasurer’s 

role doesn’t interfere too much with my continual researching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning with Liz; BMD - Deaths 

Until July 1837 you did not receive Death Certificates so you were relying 

on Burial Records which you could find in the Church Registers. 

What was useful after that date was that no one could be buried without a 

Death Certificate.  I believe it is always vital to find your ancestors deaths.  

If you can't find them, they may well have emigrated. With women, they 

might have married a second time...so think about that if you don't find 

her death certificate, had she remarried?  Alternatively, she could well 

have just changed her name...why?  Well, she might have left her husband 

and started to live with another man! She might even have married him 

bigamously if her husband was still alive, so researchers beware. 

Until March 1866 no age was available to transcribe.  However if you have 

found a death in FreeBMD prior to March 1866 and you don’t know if it is 

your relation, before sending for the certificate, you can go to the GRO site 
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Welcome New Members 

To add (or change) your surnames to our ‘Members’ Surname Interests’ please 

visit: https://membermojo.co.uk/cadfhs and download a ‘Surname Interest’ form to 

complete.  Once completed please email to membship_assistant@cadfhs.org. 

 

Member Name & Membership No. 

1163 Paul Quest 

1164 Patricia Ann Hawksworth 

1165 Ceri McCormack 

1166 Mark Paul Kelly 

1167 Chris Ecclesfield 

1168 Becky Harris 

1169 Ken Mycock 

1170 Diane Dyson 

 

1171 Philip Levick 

1172 Margaret Breeds 

1173 Geraint Gregory 

1174 John Womack 

1175 John Moses 

1176 Christine Barwood 

1177 Gary May 

1178 Sarah Coy 

where you will now find the age.  However, they seem unable to differentiate between 

months and years.  So, if you believe a child in your family died at, say, 9 months, it will 

just say 9 and you have to decide whether that means months or years and is it therefore 

the baby in your family.  To use the GRO site, go to 

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/Login.asp  and register.  Having 

registered and logged in, look on the right-hand side of the page and you will see “Search 

the GRO Online Index” and follow the instruction. If you don't understand that, just put a 

message on our Facebook site and I'll get back to you. 

How did the Registrar receive the information on a Death?  Often from a member of the 

family, a neighbour or if no family, then a member of the hospital, Workhouse staff or 

doctor.  Did they know their exact age? Did they even know their real name?  Some 

people used their second names or switched their names round. Nothing should surprise 

you. 

Like the Births and Marriages from July1912 to 1969 only middle initials were used.  From 

1969 there is another lovely surprise, the dates of birth are included...but, beware, they 

might have errors. 

Just keep trying and never give up...just don't forget emigration! 

 

https://membermojo.co.uk/cadfhs
mailto:membship_assistant@cadfhs.org
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/Login.asp
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JUNE TALK 
 

GEOFF SMALES ‘When I Wore a Lad’ 
 

 

For those of us old enough to 

remember scenes like the ones in 

Geoff’s slide show, June’s talk was a 

light-hearted trip down ‘Memory 

Lane’ to, some would say, simpler 

times.  Times when terms like ‘Health 

and Safety’ were unheard of.  We 

were also treated to some long 

forgotten (by some) monologues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geoff regaled us with 

reminiscences of bygone times 

when playing conkers in the 

playground wasn’t seen as a 

threat to life and limb and 

when you were at more 

risk of being killed by a 

tram than smoking.  Here 

are a few slides with 

Geoff’s own take on them.  Enjoy! 
 

 

If you would like to get in touch with another member please send your request 

to Margaret Linacre at: membship_assistant@cadfhs.org who will forward your 

request to the member concerned. 

mailto:membship_assistant@cadfhs.org
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Born in Chesterfield 

Sam Hardy  

By Mary Bullas 

 

James Cannon m Mary Jennings 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

 

 

My mother came from a large Irish Catholic 

family and when I was a child, she would tell me 

the story of how my granddad would march the 

whole family off to mass on Sunday mornings 

and then back again on Sunday afternoon for devotions. This didn’t sit well 

with the children as having only one set of Sunday best clothes they were not 

allowed to play outside for fear of getting dirty. The good thing about Sunday 

afternoon was that after church they would all walk across the fields into 

Newbold to visit my granddad’s sister, Aunt Maria, and Uncle Sam.  

I was told that Uncle Sam had been a professional footballer and had played at 

international level and I remember my dad borrowing one of his England caps 

from my mother’s cousin to show us.  

Sam was born in Newbold, Chesterfield on the 26th of August 1882; the son of 

Thomas, a miner and his wife Hannah. Before becoming a professional 

footballer, Sam worked down the mines as a Hewer. He married Maria Cannon 

in 1908 and they made their home on Prospect Terrace, Brockwell.  

 

Maria James 

Sam Hardy 

b. 1882 

 

Eleanor Walker 

m

m 
m

m 

Blanche 

Cannon 
m

m George 

Carter 

Mary 

(Bullas) 
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As a youth he was goalkeeper for 

Newbold Church School from 1898 

to 1900 and Newbold White Star 

from 1900 – 1903. It was whilst 

playing for White Star that he first 

came to the attention of Chesterfield 

manager Jack Hoskin. The White 

Stars had beaten Chesterfield 

reserve side in the 1902 Byron cup. 

Hearing rumours that Derby County 

were showing an interest in him Jack 

rushed in to sign him; the deal being 

negotiated under a lamp post in 

Newbold. Sam being a wily 

character, refused to sign the forms 

until Hoskins increased his original 

offer of 5 shillings a week to 18 shillings. He soon gained a reputation as a 

down to earth, steady goalkeeper and it wasn’t 

long before he began to attract the attention of 

some of the bigger clubs. Liverpool manager 

Tom Watson had seen Sam play for Chesterfield 

against his side in a second division fixture and 

although Liverpool had put six goals past them 

if it hadn’t been for Hardy’s performance it 

could have been a lot more. Sam made 71 

appearances for Chesterfield keeping 30 clean 

sheets until in May 1905. Liverpool approached 

Chesterfield and signed him for a fee reputed to be in the region of £300 - 

£500.  

He made his debut for Liverpool against Nottingham Forest on the 21st of 

October 1905. Liverpool won 4-1 and Sam established himself as the shirt 

number 1 replacing Ned Doig. By the end of the season Sam had bagged 

himself a Football League 1st division championship medal.  Sam Remained 1st 

choice goalkeeper for the reds until in 1912 having made 219 appearances and 

gaining the nickname of “safe and steady Sam”. He left for Aston Villa for a fee 

of £1,500. During his time at Villa he won two F.A. cups in 1913 and 1920.  

Youth Career 

1898-1900 Newbold Church School 

1900-1903 Newbold White Star  

Senior Career 

  Year        Apps 

1903-1905 Chesterfield         71 

1905-1912 Liverpool              219 

1912-1921 Aston Villa           183  

1921-1925 Notts. Forest 109 

National  

1907-1920   England             21 
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Like many other professional footballers of his generation his career was 

interrupted by the outbreak of the First World War. He joined the Royal Navy 

on the 30th of October 1916 and was posted to H.M. Naval Base Davenport in 

Plymouth for training. After training Ordinary Seaman Hardy was assigned to 

the A class destroyer H.M.S. Opossum, which served in 

home waters for the duration of the war. Four months into 

his assignment he managed to escape injury when the 

Opossum’s bridge was badly damaged by enemy fire in the 

English Channel. On the 1st of March 1918 he returned to 

H.M.N.B. Davenport and remained there until his discharge 

on the 8th of May. 

During the conflict Sam managed to play for his home club 

Aston Villa four times and as a guest player for Plymouth 

Argyle, Nott’s Forest and the Royal Navy Barracks in 

Plymouth.  

Sam returned to Chesterfield in 1921, Villa having upset him 

by insisting he travelled to Birmingham every day for training. He took over the 

licence of the Gardeners Arms in Glumangate. There was speculation that 

Chesterfield would sign him for their impeding return to the Football League 

but in the end, Villa accepted an offer of £1,000 from Nottingham Forest as the 

season started. He was just shy of his 38th birthday. He played 109 games for 

Forest before retiring. Sam joined the Professional Footballers Association 

(P.F.A.) and became a prominent member helping to improve the lot of his 

fellow professionals.  

He made 21 appearances for England between 1907 -

1920.  

On his retirement he kept various pubs in and around 

Chesterfield and was also the proprietor of a billiards 

hall in Alfreton. He died in Chesterfield aged 84 years 

on October 24th, 1966.  

References:  

Ancestry.com     
L.F.C. History 
Football and the First World War  
B.M.D.  

I know a good goalie 

called Hardy  

And when the ball comes, 

he’s not tardy  

He belongs to the Pool   

And he’s been to school  

Has that jolly good goalie 

called Hardy   

A poem by 10-year-old 

Walter Dutton Liverpool 

Football Echo April 1906 

 

 

 

  L 
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Behind The Scenes 
 

Meet Cathy Sims.   

Cathy helps Pamela 

Kemp (who featured in 

issue 118 earlier this 

year).  You may have met 

Cathy and Pam after our 

monthly meetings when 

they serve our 

refreshments after the 

talks.  Here Cathy tells us 

a bit about herself. 

“I joined CADFHS 18 

months ago. I have been 

working with Pam on the refreshments since last year. It’s a great way to meet 

all the members. Pam has been a great trainer. 

I have been interested in family history since I was a child listening to my 

grandmother’s tales about their family histories. My paternal grandmother 

also gave me photos and family documents which added interest. 

I originate from London and thought I had no Derbyshire connections until I 

found my great grandfather's half-brother had married a girl from Hasland 

where I have lived for nearly 40 years. My great grandmother was born in 

Mansfield which came as a surprise to my mother. 

My husband and his parents were all born in Chesterfield but Paul's 

grandparents came from Gloucestershire and Cambridgeshire. We have 

recently discovered that some of his family moved here much earlier but both 

our sons have settled in Cambridgeshire so we are a family on the move. 

We are proud grandparents to Darcy and Matilda, born in February 2018, so 

will be good to pass on some of their family history in due course.” 

Thank you Cathy!  So, if you haven’t already, say hello to Cathy and Pam the 

next time you get your teas and coffees, they would love to chat!  



13 
 

 

THE GENEALOGY SHOW 
Birmingham NEC 7-8 June 2019 

By Lyn McNair 

I was fortunate enough to attend the 

annual Genealogy Show at the NEC 

with a friend of mine this year.  We 

had booked it almost a year before 

and neither of us had done much 

with our family trees since then, so 

we were hoping that this event 

would fire us up again and get us 

back into ‘family tree detective’ 

mode once more. 

We were not disappointed.  This 

event was packed with speakers, 

events and exhibitions.  You had a choice between 3 speakers’ events 

simultaneously taking place in 3 separate arenas in 1 hour slots running 

concurrently from 10.30am to 3.30pm.   

The exhibitions and stands enabled you to research anything from surname 

studies to MOD records; there were plenty of goodies (and freebies; I came 

away with a myriad of pens, pencils and notepads!) and really helpful 

professionals who you could book 1:1 sessions with to discuss any brick walls 

or other genealogy problems. 

Here’s a lovely chap called Nathan 

Dylan Goodwin (pictured left); you 

may have heard of him.  Nathan is 

an author who combines 

authentic research methodology 

with fictional murder mystery 

stories.  There are 

9 books in the 

series and the 

main character, a 

Nathan is pictured above signing my book.  I couldn’t resist the second 

book in the series, ‘The Lost Ancestor’, when my friend bought the 

first, ‘Hiding the Past’.  For more information about his books see 

www.nathandylangoodwin.com 

 

http://www.nathandylangoodwin.com/
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forensic genealogist called Morton Farrier, takes on the varied genealogy cases 

in each book.  Morton has an interesting story of his own that you read about 

in the first of the series.  Having read one of the books 

already I have already picked up some handy research 

tips. 

This is Tahitia McCabe from the University of 

Strathclyde (pictured right).  I was thrilled to meet 

Tahitia simply because I had taken her FREE course for 

beginners in genealogy via Futurelearn in June 2018 

(https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/genealogy).  It 

was through this excellent course that I learned about 

the importance of joining your local family history 

society, which led me to CADFHS!   

 

 I attended 8 speakers’ events during the 2 days we 

were there and learned so much about aspects of genealogy that I’d never 

even thought of, such as how to organise my space and my time effectively, 

how to research a property, Irish genealogy and more.   

I thoroughly recommend this annual event to any budding family historians.  If 

you want to know what’s on next year check out 

https://www.thegenealogyshow.uk/2020talks 

Lyn McNair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/genealogy
https://www.thegenealogyshow.uk/2020talks
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Teatime Quiz 

1. What Information makes up an entry of a typical 19th century Parish 

burial record? 

2. How much did a birth, marriage or death certificate cost in the U.K. in 

2006 if the G.R.O. reference was supplied? 

3. What was the occupation of a Caster? 

4. What year was the public execution at Vernon Gate Prison Derby held? 

5. If you see the abbreviation ‘d.s.p’ or ‘o.s.p’ on a family tree what does 

this mean? 

6. Child described as a Merry begot is what? 

7. What was the purpose of Ragged Schools?                 

8. What was the school leaving age in 1899? 

9. In the 1st World War what three medals might your ancestor have 

been awarded (affectionately known as Pip, Squeak and Wilfred?) 

10. What famous person is buried in Trinity Church Newbold’s 

graveyard? 

Answers on page 18 

 

 

Quick Tips 

 

 

 

                                                                                             

 

 

 

When visiting 

archives have a 

research plan. A 

plan will help you 

get more out of your 

trip  

Write everything 

down as you find it. 

Information on your 

family tree will grow 

quickly  

One of Ancestry’s best kept 

secrets. They have over 

1,300 free data bases. To 

view you may be asked to 

sign up to free accounts but 

the account is FREE, no 

strings search at 

Ancestry.com free index 

collection 
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What a wonderful turnout and this year's theme of 

Punishment by Transportation was a huge success.  

This was our 5th annual event held on the 18th May 

this year at the Proact Stadium. 

Many thanks to our two speakers, Linda Jackson and 

David Templeman, for their contribution to our 2019 

Theme: Punishment by Transportation. Both talks were 

excellent and well attended.  

I was overwhelmed with requests that we engage both of them to repeat their 

talks at our meetings in 2020 as many of us were unable to attend due to being 

busy on our numerous tables. The request has been made and they have 

agreed to come along so keep your eye on the 2020 events schedule.  

Many thanks to those who were able to support our society in the many ways 

they did! 

Whether it was working on displays before the event, putting out posters and 

generally getting the word out there by spreading the word.  Thanks to 

Chesterfield Library who let us have a super display in their foyer. 

Many of our members turned out on the day to man stands and help visitors 

with their research and DNA enquiries; to guide exhibitors to their tables and 

visitors around the room generally. 

I would also like to thank the Earl of Shrewsbury /George Talbot and gaoler 

of  Mary Queen of Scots, aka David Templeman of The Friends of Sheffield 

Manor Lodge for doing a splendid job in presenting our annual cheque of £100 

to the chosen charity of the year, the Derbyshire Carers Association. (A further 

£22.00 was also given). 

          

Chesterfield and District 

Family History Society 

Annual Event 
By Dena Fanshawe 
 

Dena Fanshawe 
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Many thanks to Derbyshire Carers for 

sending their representatives who 

had a really ‘sweet’ tombola table. 

Representative Helen Weston 

informed us in her acceptance speech 

that the money would be going 

towards work with young carers in 

our area. 

 Many young people have to become 

carers; they are often forgotten and 

don’t get the chance to have a normal 

childhood. Money raised from us will be 

used for outings for them and to arrange 

activities too, to help to make their lives better and be children.   

Many thanks to Local History societies who joined us for the event; the 

number of societies who attend this event is growing each year and are always 

very busy stands.  

Thanks also to: 

The Library for allowing us to have a wonderful display in their foyer. 

The Derbyshire Records Office 

Chesterfield Museum 

Local History Societies:  

Chesterfield LHS, Chesterfield’s St Helens and District LHS, North Wingfield 

LHS, Brimington & Tapton LHS 

Family History Societies:  

Nuneaton and North Warwickshire, Sheffield FHS, Doncaster FHS, 

Nottinghamshire FHS, Chesterfield & District FHS 

Our Charity Derbyshire Carers (Chesterfield) 

Federation for Family History Societies, and a selection of other related 

exhibitors. 

See you all next year! 

 

The Earl of Shrewsbury (David Templeman) 

presented Helen Weston from DCA with a 

cheque for £100 
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Quiz Answers  

1. Name, age, date of birth and abode  

2. £7 

3. Metal worker using moulds  

4. 1862 

5. Died childless 

6. Illegitimate  

7. To provide free education for the poor the first one being formed in 

1818 by John Pound  

8. 12 years  

9. War Medal, Victory Medal and 1914 Star Medal for those who served 

overseas  

10.  George Stevenson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some useful Websites  

www.freegeneology.org.uk (free) 

Scotland’s people   www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk 

British Library NEW   Restoration and 18th century collection   

www.bl.uk/restoration.18th.century.literature 

NEW WILLS ON LINE 

www.library.wales/discover/nlw-resources/will. 

Copies of pre 1858 wills proved in Welsh Ecclesiastical Courts can be 

searched and viewed for free on the National Library of Wales on line.  

 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.bl.uk/restoration.18th.century.literature
http://www.library.wales/discover/nlw-resources/will
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JULY TALK 
Judy & Chris Rouse 

Wyvern Railway Ancestors 

 

Murder and Mayhem on the Midland 
Since 1999 Judy and Chris Rouse of “Wyvern Railway 

Ancestry Research Advice” have been compiling an 

index of people who had any connection with the 

Midland Railway Company, which came into being in 

1844, and whose lines ultimately by the end of the 

nineteenth century covered virtually the whole of 

Great Britain.  

The talk was based on three small snippets of 

information initially gleaned whilst indexing Midland 

Railway records at the National Archives for their 

Index. 

From  the briefest initial information, they showed 

how much more detail can be revealed by using 

commonly available records including railway staff 

ledgers and minutes, local and national newspapers, 

assize records, military, census, BMD records, and on line sources.  They 

highlighted in the three case studies how they had uncovered railway 

occupations and wages, army records, court and criminal records, addresses, 

physical descriptions, family relationships, religious persuasions and much 

more, helping to bring the past to life, which other family researchers  could do 

for their own ancestors. 

The case studies were three very different incidents in date, location and social 

status of those involved, but they all demonstrated how we as Family 

Historians using just one small piece of information as a starting point, could 

amplify this to illustrate the social and economic lives of our nineteenth 

century ancestors. 

For further information consult their website www.wyvernrailwayancestors.com 
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Dastardly Deeds 

Away In A Manger 
Lyn McNair 

 

It is 8th October 1903 and people are 

gathered at the Lord’s Arms in Temple 

Normanton.  It isn’t the usual scene; no ale 

is being served, no one is laughing, talking 

or making merry.  People are gathered for 

entirely different purpose.  This is an 

inquest. 

 

A young man sits awaiting the verdict; his 

face is calm, seemingly indifferent to the 

magnitude of this moment.  25 year old 

Samuel Redfern looks up as the verdict is 

given, he shows no emotion. 

 

Dr Buckley has given his evidence; the findings of the post mortem.  It’s not the 

kind of description a mother wants to hear of her daughter.  Charlotte Rawson 

is a widow from Hasland.  She now knows every detail of her daughter Frances’s 

last moments.  She feels sick. 

 

16 year old Frances had been working as a servant in the household of Mr and 

Mrs Parker at Hill Top Farm in Temple Normanton.  She had been in service with 

them for just over a year at the time.  They were of the opinion that they “had 

never had so good a servant”.  Frances was indeed well liked by friends and 

colleagues, a much loved and devoted daughter who visited her mother at 

weekends and, no doubt, gave her mother a good portion of her earnings. 

 

Samuel Redfern had also been working for the Parkers for just over a year as 

their wagoner. His reputation was not as glowing as Frances’s however.  He was 

described as ‘moody’, ‘surly’ and a ‘loner’ by his colleagues; choosing to keep 

himself to himself he had no friends and seemed to like it that way.  When he 

first laid eyes on Frances, however, he was besotted. 
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Samuel kept a close watch on Frances’s comings and goings.  Whenever Frances 

left the farmhouse he immediately stopped work to follow her.  He offered to 

assist her with whatever errand or task she was charged with.  If he happened 

on occasion to miss her leaving the farm he approached the other servants to 

ask them where she was; he wanted to know if she was meeting an admirer 

perhaps?  Despite being told that Frances had no such admirers Samuel was 

never satisfied that he was being told the truth.  He steadily began to grow 

obsessively suspicious and deeply jealous of this admirer that only existed in his 

own imagination. 

 

Frances, for her part, had made it quite clear to Samuel that she was not in the 

least bit interested in his advances.  She had informed her mother about 

Samuel’s troublesome attentions.  He had tried to present her with a gift of a 

silver watch chain on one occasion and Frances told him bluntly that she wanted 

nothing from him; she had pointed out the significant age difference and he 

should be “ashamed” of asking such a young girl out when he was “old enough 

to be her father”!  Charlotte Rawson advised her daughter to speak to Mr and 

Mrs Parker about the situation if he persisted in harassing her. 

 

On Sunday 4 October 1903 Frances set off to visit her mother as usual; Samuel 

decided to accompany her, uninvited, on the walk to Hasland.  He persevered in 

his attempts to talk Frances into accepting his intentions towards her.  Once 

again, Frances refused.  Unable to accept Frances’s refusal and desperate to 

obtain the object of his obsessive desire, Samuel made poorly veiled threats to 

Frances about the consequences of denying of him.   

 

When Frances finally made it to her mother’s house she chose not to disclose 

any of this to her mother.  One can only assume that she was either too afraid 

to tell anyone, or that she did not want to cause any disruptions in her 

employment at the Parker household, as her mother would surely have insisted 

that she report Samuel’s behaviour to them.  Maybe it was a combination of the 

two – we’ll never know. 
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Two days later on the early evening of 

Tuesday 6th October the Parkers had 

settled down for the evening in their 

sitting room.  Frances had just left the 

kitchen to fetch some kindling for the 

fire.  Only around 10 minutes later 

they heard Frances returning to the 

kitchen, but something didn’t sound 

quite right.  Suddenly she entered the 

sitting room holding her white apron 

up to her throat.  It was covered in 

blood.  They rushed to her rescue 

saving her from falling as she leant on 

the dresser.  “Oh, Missus Parker – 

sticks – Sam!” Frances struggled to 

utter in between gasps. 

 

Frances had a deep wound to the throat – Dr Buckley later testified that the 

wound was 4 inches long and 2 inches deep from her ear to middle of her throat.  

This has severed her jugular vein. 

 

The farm labourers were alerted and responded quickly in a search for Samuel.  

They didn’t have to look far.  They found him face down in a pool of blood with 

wounds to his throat.  Despite the injuries Samuel managed to ask the labourers 

who found him if Frances was dead.  James Laude, one of the labourers, asked 

Redfern why he had attacked her; he replied, “It was on account of her deceiving 

me”.  Laude discovered Redfern’s razor in the manger.   

 

Police were called to the scene with Dr Buckley from Hasland arriving a little 

later.  P.C. Allblaster and P.C. Moorcroft* searched the premises which revealed 

the hallmark signs of struggle in the shed – a trail of blood from the shed to the 

farmhouse.  By the time Dr Buckley arrived around 7pm there was little could be 

done for poor Frances.  Samuel however survived thanks to Dr Buckley stitching 

his wound and being taken to the workhouse hospital on Scarsdale Road. 

 

But why DID Samuel murder Frances?  Samuel later testified that he had seen 

Frances with her boyfriend the Sunday prior; the same Sunday when Samuel had 
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made the threat to Frances about the consequences of her refusal of him.  John 

Booker was Frances’s uncle and had seen Frances during her visit to Hasland 

that Sunday.  It is believed that Redfern, in his jealous rage, had mistaken John 

to be Frances’s lover.    

 

How Redfern sustained his own wounds to the 

throat is unknown.  Perhaps he made a clumsy 

attempt to commit suicide after stabbing her; 

perhaps he had made advances toward Frances 

in the shed as she collected the kindling and she 

had grabbed the knife in self-defence and 

Samuel was able to snatch it from her. 

 

Back in the Lord’s Arms the inquest reaches its 

conclusion; wilful murder.  Redfern is later 

sentenced to death at the Derbyshire Winter 

Assizes, but this sentence was ‘respited’ after 

doubts were raised as to Redfern’s sanity at the 

time of the murder.  Upon further investigation by two Home Office 

Commissioners Redfern’s sentence is changed to life imprisonment for 

manslaughter.   

 
* P.C. Moorcroft – Great Great Grandfather of Lyn McNair 
Adapted from ‘More Foul Deeds & Suspicious Deaths in & Around Chesterfield’ – Geoffrey Sadler 

Pictures courtesy of British Newspaper Archives 

Derbyshire Times & Chesterfield Herald, 10 October 1903 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL HISTORY TIT-BITS 

 In 1840 vaccination against smallpox in workhouse children began. 

 1919 The ‘Housing Act’ was passed. 6th February of the same year, plans 

submitted for approval for 20 houses in St. Augustine and 120 houses on 

the Boythorpe Estate.  The houses were to have gardens, not yards. 

 Derby and Chesterfield had the first paid Police Force in 1836 
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August Talk 
By Kate Henderson BA Hons. History 

Genealogist and Record Agent 

 
 

Kate Henderson began this talk with a brief 

history of the impact of printing on us all 

from the 15th to the 21st centuries. 

Broadsheets and newspapers have played 

a big part in our social history, growing in 

importance with the expansion of formal 

education for all and the rise in population.  

Local, regional and national newspapers 

can still be read from the 1600's, with a 

rapid rise in circulation from the 1750's to 

1900.  

 

Digitization brings 150,000 pages of 

scanned newspapers to our online screens 

each week, available to us at the British 

Newspaper Archives and FindMyPast via 

subscriptions. 

 

Kate listed different types of articles useful 

to the family historian. These ranged from the 

obvious Family Notices to local news items, tragic 

events, emigration stories, school reports, 

advertisements, legal notices and court reports, 

amongst others.  She gave us helpful hints and tips on 

wording for online filters e.g. different name formats 

and the inclusion of words indicating such facts as 

occupations, locations, rank, hobbies, sports and 

religious affiliations, which could bring up unusual 

local stories, unavailable in Government and Official 



25 
 

records. She also recommended regular checks on these sites, especially the 

"Recently Added only" sections. 

 

Kate ended her talk with unusual and entertaining extracts from Derbyshire 

newspapers -some as early as 1755. She warned that when you start to read 

newspapers you can easily become distracted from the task in hand in 

interesting and pleasurable ways! 

 
 

MEDIEVAL MARKET – CHESTERFIELD  
Mary Bullas 

This year C.A.D.F.H.S. were lucky 

enough to be allocated a stall on 

Chesterfields annual Medieval Market. 

A fun day was had by all which even 

the thunderstorm failed to spoil. We 

had lots of visitors to the stall, which 

proved of great 

interest to 

visitors, some of which we were able to encourage to sign 

up for membership. Dena got chatting to a gentleman 

from Newbold and through their conversation found 

that they were second cousins. So not only was she able 

to help him with his own research, he helped her find a 

relative that she had been searching for herself for 

quite a long 

time.   

Liz and I dressed 

up for the occasion and our 

stall won second prize in the fancy 

dress. As you will see from the 

photographs Liz came from a much 

higher-ranking family than me!! A big 

thank you to Keith and Dave who also 

pitched in.  
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By Mary Bullas 

Taps and lights that turn on by themselves; locked doors found open and 

footsteps heard when no one is there. Just some of the things that have been 

reported by occupants of the Victoria Centre over the years.  

Along Knifesmithgate are a row of black and white buildings 

which were built in the 1920s in a Tudor style which were made 

to resemble the Chester Rows. These buildings have become 

collectively known as the ‘Victoria Centre’. Behind these buildings 

on Elder Way lies one of Chesterfield’s oldest buildings - the Elder 

Chapel built in 1694. The Chapel was built to face onto 

Knifesmithsgate with a graveyard in front and around the 

building. Over the years other buildings began to encroach it’s 

boundaries including a rope makers and foundries.  

Later the site was redeveloped and part of the graveyard, as well 

as industrial units, were cleared; thus, making way for the 

Victoria Centre. It is said that not all the graves were emptied and 

reinterred. Could this explain some of the strange goings on in 

the centre?  

Many people have reported the feeling of not being alone or of being watched, 

only to turn around to find no one there. A group of men working in the centre 

Elder Chapel was 

originally built as a 

Dissenters Chapel. 

Dissenters were 

people who refused 

to conform to the 

common book of 

prayer in 1662 and 

who were forced to 

worship in secret 

until the ascent of 

William and Mary to 

the throne and the 

Act of Toleration was 

passed in 1889. 

The Victoria Centre  
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narrowly missed injury when a 

piece of wood came hurtling 

down the stairs towards them. 

On investigation they found no 

one on the floor above. One 

particular room was dreaded (the 

old cinema projection room). It 

was said that not only did they 

have the feeling of being watched but the room was always cold and clammy.  

Such was the terror of being in this room that work in it was completed very 

quickly.  

The incident that finally convinced people working there that it was haunted by 

an unquiet spirit occurred when a young man who had been sent in there to 

collect some stock came rushing out shaking and terrified. When he finally 

calmed down he reported that the temperature had suddenly plummeted and 

then he had felt arms encircling him. As the grip got stronger, it became hotter 

and hotter until his terror finally gave him the strength to break away. He was 

sent home for the day but never returned.  

Perhaps this may not have been an unquiet spirit from the graveyard. Once upon 

a time the site was occupied by Oliver’s foundry which undertook much heavy 

engineering work. A terrible accident occurred at the foundry which could 

explain the young man’s experience. Ropes were attached to pulleys in order to 

lift heavy goods. The apprentices were warned to keep clear of the ropes but 

one young lad either did not heed the 

warning or was just unlucky, as a rope 

became entangled around his waist. The 

counterbalance of the weight on the other 

end lifted him up to the roof tightening the 

rope around him and squeezing the last 

breath out of him. The coils of rope must 

have felt like arms gripping him and the friction would have made them hot. 

Could the incident in the projection room have been an re-enactment of this 

terrible accident?  

 Adapted from a story by Carol Brindle in ‘Haunted Chesterfield’.  

 

Elder Chapel 

Elder Chapel graveyard 
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WHAT’S ON - 2019 
Monthly talks held on the first Wednesday of the month at 

 

Whittington Moor Methodist Church 

Scarsdale Road 

S41 8NA 

7:00pm for 7:30pm (unless otherwise stated). 

 

September 4th at 6:45pm for 7:30pm 

We celebrate 30 years of CADFHS with at our Annual General Meeting 

Welcome drink and sandwiches followed by ‘Ask The Experts’ – 8pm 

 

October 2nd – ‘Truth Was Better Than Family Fiction’ with Cathy Sims 

November 6th – ‘A History of Markham Colliery and My Part in its Downfall’ with 

Neil Bridgewater. 

 

December 4th Christmas Party Buffet & Bucks Fizz. 

 
You can also check our website for planned events: 

https://www.cadfhs.org/2019-monthly-meetings/ 

 

https://www.cadfhs.org/2019-monthly-meetings/
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OUT AND ABOUT 

Chesterfield Museum & Art Gallery 

Chesterfield Local History Open Day 

21 September 2019 - 10am – 4pm 

Come along and meet a variety of local organisations exploring Chesterfield's 

history. 

Doncaster & District Family History Society Fair 

12th October 2019 10am – 4pm 

Doncaster Deaf Trust 

Leger Way  

Doncaster, DN2 6AY 

 

CADFHS will be in attendance so please come and join us!  Learn about how to 

research your family history and understand more about the development of 

the local area. 

 

A number of craft stalls will also feature at the show. 

Get ideas about how to display your research. 

 

Family & Local History Societies, Advice/Help Desk, Transcriptions, Indexes, 

Genealogy Supplies, New Books, Second-Hand Books, Software, Microfiche, 

Data CDs, Antiquarian Books, Postcards, Map Reprints, and so much more… 
 

CADFHS and the new GDPR regarding your Privacy
     

No action is needed on your part if you are happy with the status quo. 

As you are a member of the Chesterfield & District Family History Society 
we have a legitimate reason for holding your information. For our part we 
undertake that we hold your information securely and that any information 
we hold will not be shared with any third parties but only used for 
membership purposes, notices of events and also member surveys. 

These help us to help you. 

If you wish to be removed from the mailing list please let us know. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CADFHS covers the ‘Scarsdale One Hundred’ area 



 
 

 

 

CADFHS meet at 7pm (talks commence at 7.30pm) every first 

Wednesday of the month at Whittington Moor Methodist Church, 

Scarsdale Road, Whittington Moor, Chesterfield S41 8NA 

Where we are… 


