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CADFHS and the new GDPR regarding your Privacy 

No action is needed on your part if you are happy with the status quo. 

As you are a member of the Chesterfield & District Family History Society 
we have a legitimate reason for holding your information. For our part we 
undertake that we hold your information securely and that any information 
we hold will not be shared with any third parties but only used for 
membership purposes, notices of events and also member surveys. 

These help us to help you.  If you wish to be removed from the mailing list 
please let us know. 
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Mission Statement 
Chesterfield & District Family History Society aims to be one of the country’s 

leading and most forward thinking ‘Family History Societies’ providing a 
strong base to enable our members to develop and grow.  

We aim to foster a positive experience through creative and innovative and 
related services to our members. 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to the last issue of 2019!  This year seems to have flown by!  We hope you’ve 

enjoyed the magazine this year.  Mary and I feel we make an excellent team but as from 

January 2020 Mary will be the sole editor and Lyn will continue to assist her, just not in an 

editorial capacity.   

We have just had a very nice afternoon enjoying the Christmas Tree Festival at the Crooked 

Spire.  Our cover picture is combined with Terry Cocking’s Festive Spire design to get us into 

the mood! 

In 2020 we are making a change to the publishing schedule.  As you know, the magazine has 

always been published quarterly.  We both feel that a magazine every 4 months would be 

enough to meet our members’ needs (quality over quantity) and for us to manage our 

workload more efficiently.  Therefore, the next edition will be published in April 2020 

followed by August and December issues annually. 

We, the editors, currently meet every month; we decide which of us will be responsible for 

each article and regular features in each issue and we update each other on our progress.  

In between the meetings we both work on our projects for the magazine and this can be 

anything from correspondence with members, speakers, the committee and event planning, 

researching for Dastardly Deeds!  In all, it keeps us pretty busy.  

An exciting year awaits us as editors and we hope to bring you lots more interesting stories 

in the New Year.  If you have any ideas or suggestions for the magazine, or stories of your 

own, please send them to: 

cadfhs.editors@gmail.com 

We hope you all have a lovely Christmas break and here’s to a happy and healthy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

EDITORS’ 

BIT 
Mary Bullas & Lyn 

McNair 

mailto:cadfhs.editors@gmail.com
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WORD FROM THE CHAIR (AGM Report) 

As you know the society began back in 1989 with a handful of like-minded 

folks, so therefore, we are celebrating our 30th year in which we have 

come a long way from those humble beginnings. 

I would like to thank a few members, starting with the very important tea 

ladies, Pam and Cathy. All the past and present committee members who 

behind the scenes help to keep the society going and we hope improving 

as we go along. Thanks to Terry, our longest serving committee member, 

plus Margaret our membership secretary, dealing with all our applications. 

Special thanks to all involved with the event this May, Dena as many of 

you know is the driving force behind it. Plus, at the moment she is dealing 

with the secretary postbag, arranging the monthly meetings and the 

website. 

Before we hear from our Treasurer and Secretary. I would like to say 

thanks to you the members for your support at our monthly meetings 

throughout the year and to those members who live too far to attend, thank 

you for supporting the society. 

I will now pass you on to our Treasurer Mr David Wheatcroft for the yearly 

financial report. 

Neil 

Treasurer’s Report 
  

This is my first year as treasurer and I would like to thank Ken and Dena 

for making the transition as smooth as possible. 

 

Banking 

It has been quite frustrating with the bank this year as regards the 

cheque signatories mainly because the lack of the bank to respond to 

any queries or correspondence that I sent to them, that seems to be 

settled and hopefully we will be moving to an internet account in this 

coming year. 

 

Balance Sheet 

The Audited Balance Sheet at Year end (August 3rd 2019) shows a 

bank balance of £4,069.74 and petty cash of £115.79 which is down 

£100 from last year. 
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It was felt by the committee that is would be satisfactory and desirable to 

maintain around £4,000 working capital. 

 

We made small profits on our two main events namely our Annual Fair 

and the Medieval Market 

 

As of Monday 2nd of September we have £4,069.74 in bank and £16.03 

petty cash 

 

PayPal 

At the present time we have a balance of £166.55 in Pay Pal 

I have been informed by Dena there is another PayPal account with 

around £100.00 that we need to get access to, we are going to work on 

this in the next year 

 

 
Chesterfield and District 
Family History Society        

        

Balance sheet for July 31st 
2019        

        

Income  2018-19 2017-18  Expenditure 2018-19 2017-18 

        

Subscriptions  £598.35 £1,151.50  Commission £24.46 £31.35 

Microfiche Sales   £0.00  Postage £5.95 £36.36 

CD Sales   £42.12  Printing £441.35 £551.04 

Meeting Donations  £584.00 £677.00  Microfiche Printing  £0.00 

Miscellaneous Donations  £5.00 £45.00  Room Hire £480.00 £435.00 

Raffle  £238.00 £308.00  Stationery £17.13 £36.62 

Miscellaneous Sales  £487.10 £19.60  Speakers' Fees £280.00 £275.00 

CADFHS Family History 
Fair  £829.00 £1,111.65  

FFHS 
Subs/Insurance £49.78 £49.78 

Website repayment   £0.00  Web Site £105.64 £182.54 

Miscellaneous income  £64.00   Catering £83.41 £125.33 

     CD printing/stock £32.00 £0.00 

     Printer Cartridges £53.60  

     Gifts   
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Mojo Membership 
platform £60.00 £60.00 

Total  £2,805.45 £3,354.87  Mobile Internet   

     Equipment £314.40 £392.23 

     Donation (Accounts) £25.00 £25.00 

Opening Balance  £4,270.76 £4,195.05  Library Purchase   

Income  £2,805.45 £3,354.87  Raffle purchases £33.49 £57.85 

Expenditure  £2,890.68 £3,279.16  Miscellaneous £83.47 £107.06 

     

CADFHS Family 
History Fair £655.00 £771.00 

Closing Balance  £4,185.53 £4,270.76  Our Charity £122.00 £100.00 

     Events attending £24.00 £43.00 

        

     Total £2,890.68 £3,279.16 

        

Cash at Bank  £4,069.74      

Cash in Hand  £115.79      

        

Total  £4,185.53   *Bank Statement £4,176.28  

     

Unpresented 
Cheque £106.54  

        

TREASURER  

Dave Wheatcroft 
(Signed)      

        

        

AUDITOR  

David Olddale 
(signed)      

 

 

Dave 
Secretary's Report 

(or, as it has been, Acting Secretary). 

At the last AGM we had a new secretary but she had a setback in her health and 

was unable to take the post. I stood in for her for a while but unfortunately 

things didn’t get any better for Denise and in the end she decided it was best to 

stand down. 

So here I am giving you the 2019 secretary’s report. 
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Welcome to you all on this special occasion of our 30 anniversary of the society.  

In my 2019 report I would like to make special mention to  all those people who 

a) began the society and worked hard to get it off the ground 30 years ago this 

month, Also all those committee members who over the years have 

‘Caretakered the society, so that we can still enjoy being part of it now and 30 

years later.  

To all of them I say thank you and also to those members who are still members 

and also need to recognise those who have been and gone, all have helped this 

society in its survival to 30 years on. 

This is also a time for reflection too, to take a moment to recognise that today 

many societies are failing and even folding.  

Our membership is first and foremost and we need to keep on top of what our 

members needs are and that we do our best as a committee  to continue to 

move the society forward and to meet their needs.  

And now to today: many thanks to our members for making this year another 

successful one and the monthly meeting have been well supported.  

Also to mention that our Annual Fairs are going from strength to strength and 

we are looking forward to the 23rd of May 2020 for our now 6th annual fair 

which will be held at the PROACT.  

The theme for 2020 is Old & Curious Occupations.  

And looking to the future, may we be around for many more years to come. Just 

to remind ourselves that we are caretakers of the society and that everything 

we do will help the society to be here in the future.  

Dena 
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Welcome New Members 

To add (or change) your surnames to our ‘Members’ Surname Interests’ please 

visit: https://membermojo.co.uk/cadfhs and download a ‘Surname Interest’ form to 

complete.  Once completed please email to membership_assistant@cadfhs.org. 

 
Welcome New Members 

1179 Mrs Christina Hobson  1181 Mrs Kay Bradley 

1180 Mr Tony Browne   1182 Mr Paul Hallam 

1183 Mr Malcolm Roberts 

 

 

 

We are sorry to announce that we have lost one of our long 
standing members and supporter, Doreen Rodger. Many of you 
will remember Doreen for providing refreshments for many years 
with good friend Pam and her daughter Gail. Doreen decided 
when we moved from St Hughs Church to our current venue it 
was a good time to call it a day as she was now in her eighties 
and it was getting a little too much for her.  
Doreen was a founder member back in 1989 when the society 
was formed. She was also the secretary before me. It was about 
forty years ago that she and her daughter began work on their 
family tree. She was a prolific researcher from original 
resources. No internet to help them so a hard slog of the record 
offices and graveyards etc. One of her family surnames was 
‘May’ and soon after we joined the society it became apparent 
both Keith and Doreen had ancestors in common.  
Doreen leaves her husband Dennis daughter, Gail, son Tony 

and two grandchildren, Katie and Charlie. 

A tribute by way of a donation was sent on behalf of the Society.  

Dena 

CADFHS 2020 charity is the local ‘Diabetes Society’ and will run 
from January to December 202 

2021 Charity 

A ballot took place on the evening of the AGM and our members were 
asked to choose by ticking a box on their ballot papers and then place 
in the ballot box provided. 
 The voting went as follows: 
  

Chesterfield Scouts 8 votes 

Alzheimer Society [Local] 10 Votes 

Multiple Sclerosis [Local] 6 Votes 

 

24 votes out of 24 members attending. 

Therefore the 2021 Charity is the 'Alzheimer Society' and will 

run from January to December. [NEW] You can now donate with 

your membership if you so wish.      Dena 

https://membermojo.co.uk/cadfhs
mailto:membership_assistant@cadfhs.org
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New Membership and Renewal Form 

Chesterfield & District Family History Society 

Please Read and make sure you sign this form. 

To comply with GDPR  [Data Protection] we are obliged to ensure that you are 

aware of what we do with the information that you supply.  

We do keep it electronically but we do not share your data with any external 

entities. We do archive your data, this allows us to find your membership 

number if your membership should lapse. 

We keep it for our sole purpose to contact you and the use of surveys so that 

we can improve our service to you.  

Please read our GDPR privacy policy: this can be found on our Website: 

https://www.cadfhs.org/privacy-policy/ 

New Member / Member signature: _______________________Membership 

number if known  [              ]         

Membership fees 

Expire on the 31st of December   Please Tick    

Digital UK Individual membership [You will receive your Magazine by email]      

 £10.00   [  ] 

Digital UK Joint membership          [You will receive your Magazine by email]       

 £15.00   [  ] 

UK Individual                                     [You will receive your Magazine by post  ]      

 £14.00   [  ] 

UK Joint                                             [You will receive your Magazine by post  ]       

 £21.00   [  ] 

Overseas *Digital only                   [You will receive your Magazine by email]       

 £10.00   [  ] 

*Applies to new overseas members only. Already an O/S member please 

contact us.  

Please note!  Our January meeting will 

be on the 8th NOT the 1st January 2020 

https://www.cadfhs.org/privacy-policy/
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Each year at the AGM the members vote for a ‘Local Annual Charity of their 

choice’. If you would like to make 

a donation to our charity,  please tick here:   [       ] Amount £__________ 

Total amount to pay       £_________ 

Membership please tick 

GIFT  [        ]   NEW  [        ]  RENEWAL  [        ]  

Making your payment can be by CASH / By Cheque or at 

https://membermojo.co.uk/cadfhs/ 

Make cheques payable to: Chesterfield & District Family History Society 

By Post - Treasurer’s Details: David Wheatcroft. 381 Worksop Rd, Mastin Moor, 

Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 3DH 

Add your details here: 

Please use BLOCK CAPITALS 

Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms 

 

Surname…………………………………………………………………….……………………                   

Forename……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address…………………………….………………………………………………………….. 

Town / City……………………………………………………………………..………….... 

County …………………………………………………………………….…………………...   

Post or Zip code………………………………..……….. 

Tel No.’s inc. STD code  ……………………………......……………………………..     

Mobile…………………………………………….……………………………………………. 

Email………………………………………..    

Name of 2nd Family member of ‘Joint  Account 

…………………………………………..…............................................................  

 

 

https://membermojo.co.uk/cadfhs/
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Statement of Names of Interest to your research 

Surnames Interests 

These are shared with other members in order for you to find others searching for the same 

‘Surname’. 

IMPORTANT By filling out the details below you are agreeing for your 

interests to be published. We identify you by your membership number only. 

 Only fill this in if you would like to take part. 

Please print alphabetically in BLOCK CAPITALS 

              Surname   Parish / Town          County                   Dates 

1……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

2…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………….. 

 

3……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

 

4…………………………………………………………………….………………………………….……………… 

 

5…………………………………………………………………….………………………………….…………..…. 

 

6………………………………………………………………….…..…………………….……………….………… 

 

7……………………………………………………………….……..…………………….………………………… 

 

8…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………… 

 

9……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

10...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

11……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

12……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

9 
 

 

 

  

Dastardly Deeds 

John Silk had been a soldier. He had joined the Irish Guards in 

1894, he had been a good soldier and had served abroad in 

India and South Africa during the Boer War. 

His superiors had considered him to be of good conduct throughout his service in the 

forces. On leaving the army in 1903 he went to live with his mother at number 3 Spa lane 

and got a job as a labourer for the roads department of Chesterfield Borough Council. 

Unfortunately, whilst in the army John had become a heavy drinker a habit which 

continued into civilian life. This could make his behaviour unpredictable as when sober 

he was known by friends and family as an amiable and hardworking man when drunk he 

became violent and argumentative. Mary Fallon, his mother, with whom he normally had 

a caring and fond relationship appears to have often borne the brunt of his drunken bouts 

of violence and argumentativeness. The family’s lodger Thomas Meakin had witnessed 

John strike his mother and had intervened to stop him but later said that Mrs Fallon had 

not thanked him for his interference.  

Mary had not had an easy life having been married and widowed twice and then deserted 

by her third husband Edward Fallon. She also suffered badly from rheumatism and 

sciatica to such an extent that one leg was badly bent and drawn up.  Normally she used 

crutches to get about but on occasion John, the son of her first husband would carry her 

around in a chair. John was normally a very loving son and did his best to care for her, it 

was only when drunk that he and his mother quarrelled violently.  

On the evening of Saturday the 5th of August 1905 John went out on one of his weekend 

drinking binges. He was seen by several people between the hours of 8pm and 9.35 

around the local and was said to be in an abusive and argumentative mood. His uncle 

John Canavan, his mother’s brother, met him and fearing that he would get himself into 

trouble advised him to go home.  It appears that he did go home twice during the evening 

and on each occasion quarrelled with his mother. On the second occasion around 

10.15pm a teenage neighbour Ruth Allsopp was at the house whilst he was there and saw 

Mary hand a bottle to him asking him to get a half noggin of whiskey. He responded by 

throwing the bottle on the floor where it shattered and preceded to fling bits of broken 

glass at her before returning to the pub.  When he finally returned at 11:15pm in a very 

drunken state, he found his mother sitting on the sofa and Thomas Meakin sitting nearby. 
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The paraffin lamp on the table was giving out a very feeble light and John went 

to turn it up. Mary told him to leave it and reached out to push it away from 

him. At this Silk slapped his mother on both sides of her face and grabbed a hold 

of her, sending the table over and the lamp crashing to the floor plunging the 

room into darkness. Meakin heard a violent scuffle on the ground and Mrs Fallon 

crying out “John Don’t” followed by the sounds of kicks and blows, Mary then 

shouted “Police, murder “. At this he hurried out of the house to find a 

policeman. Encountering a neighbour Mrs Watson who had heard the groans of 

Mary as she was being attacked Thomas asked her to go and find a policeman 

but not willing to get involved, she told him to find one himself. Silk appeared at 

the door at this point and called out to Meakin “Oh you’ll fetch a policeman will 

you, you bugger “he then slammed the door shut and locked it. Getting no help 

from the neighbours Meakin ran to the top of Spa Lane where he met Sargent 

Prince and told he had better to get to number 3 as there was a quarrel there. 

The Sargent decided this would just be another domestic and told Meakin it 

would be alright in a few minutes. On returning to No 3 he found the door locked 

against him and although the fight appeared to be over, he thought he could 

hear mutterings inside. He then went to James Kelly’s house and told him about 

it, Mr Kelly offered to put him up for the night and he agreed. They heard 

nothing more that night.  

It was at 10.50 am the next morning when Henry Dye a brewery labourer who 

earned a little extra cash delivering newspapers knocked on the door of No3. 

Getting no answer and finding the door unlocked he entered, and it was there 

Spa Lane today 
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he found Mrs Fallon dead on the living room floor with blood and broken glass 

and pottery strewn around her. Dye ran back out of the house and went in 

search of a policeman and fetched P.C. Sykes who went back to the house. 

Taking a closer look at Mary he saw that she had suffered terrible wounds to her 

face and head and that she had bled heavily from her nose and mouth, blood 

matted her hair and the floor was soaked in it. Going upstairs he found Silk 

apparently asleep in bed, as he entered Silk awoke but when questioned he 

claimed to know nothing about it. Turning back the 

covers P.C. Sykes noted that Silk had blood stains on 

his hands and throat. He ordered the young man to 

get dressed. He was placed under arrest and taken to 

the police station. John Silk appeared before the 

magistrates on Monday the 7th of August and was 

charged with murder. An inquest held at Spital 

cemetery on Sunday by Dr A. Green had revealed the 

viciousness of the attack on Mrs Fallon. She had 

sustained savaged blows to her head and her nose had 

been broken. Marks on her throat suggested an 

attempt at strangulation. Worst of all she had suffered 

massive pressure to her chest causing four broken ribs which had pierced her 

lungs causing severe haemorrhage. The inquest was adjourned until the 

following day.  Giving evidence both Meakin and John Canavan testified to his 

good character when sober but were forced to admit that he became a different 

man when drunk.  

Silk stood trial for murder at Derby Assizes on the 5th of December 1905 where 

a plea by the defence for manslaughter was rejected by the jury and he was 

found guilty of murder and sentenced to death. John, a Roman Catholic received 

spiritual ministrations from Father Byrne whilst in Derby gaol A reprieve having 

been refused due to the viciousness of the crime and was executed at 8am on 

the 29th of December. 

References: Sheffield Independent 02/09/1906; Weston Times 29/12/1905; Grantham Journal 

09/12/1905; Derbyshire Advertiser and Journal 29/11/1906; More Foul and Suspicious Deaths Around 
Chesterfield – Geoffrey Sadler 

 

 

 

The name ‘Spa Lane’ 

derives from a Chalybeate 

well in one of the burgage 

wells flanking the lane, 

which for a time in the 

18th century enjoyed a 

local reputation for its 

curative qualities. 

An older name was Calate 

Gate i.e. the road to Calow 

(middle ages) 
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A letter from John Silk to his Grandmother 12/12/1905 Derby Gaol 

Dear Gran  

I have received your letter all right, and I write in return to let you 
know that I am alright and keeping well in health, thank God for it. I 
am very sorry to hear that you are ill and hope that this will find 
you better and that God will spare you to your family for some 
considerable time. I pray you do not let you’re your heart grieve  too 
much in this your great trouble , but rather hope that it is all for the 
best , and that God in his infinite mercy will help us to bear it 
patiently and bravely for his sake . I am happy to be able to inform 
you that I have received the blessed Sacrament, this morning, and 
feel a great peace in my heart. You know how we feel, or perhaps 
how we ought to feel having attained this great duty and think that 
you will be cheered by the knowledge of it. I hope Uncle John is 
alright, and I have to thank him for all his kindness to me and I hope 
he will be rewarded in the time to come. Well now then, about the 
visit. I wish you would let me know which of you and how many 
wish to come and see me so that I can let the gaoler know definitely 
how many to send permits for. You can’t all come at once I think so 
many come at a time would be best. I don’t think I need to say much 
more at present except to send you all my best love and heartiest 
good wishes. I remain your affectionate grandson.  

John Silk 



 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workhouse Christmas Pudding for 300 

In December 1862 a monster Christmas pudding was made in the kitchens of St 

Marylebone Workhouse. It was not for the consumption of the inmates however but 

was being sent to Lancashire mill workers who had been made unemployed by the 

“cotton famine “resulting from the American Civil War. 

                        Recipe 

36llbs currents, 42lbs sultanas                 

9lbs dates 

9lbs mixed fruit  

26lbs flour 

16lbs breadcrumbs                            

24 lbs margarine  

26lbs demerara sugar 

102lbs marmalade     

144 eggs 21ib 10ozmixed spice  

131lbs carrots  

21lbs golden syrup 

Method  

Cream fat and flour in Hobart mixer to a fairly thin consistency. Mix breadcrumbs with 

chopped dates and add to fat mixture. Put carrots and all dried fruits (washed) into a 

separate bowl and mix thoroughly. Then add the first mixture. Add marmalade. Add 

spice and stir well. Add eggs, which have already been beaten. Finally add the hot 

melted syrup. 

N.B. 1. Eggs beaten in Hobart mixture  

        2. Wash all dried fruits in hot water before adding shredded carrots  
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BEHIND THE SCENES 
Margaret Linacre 

I began researching our family history 10 years ago, 

shortly after I retired from my post in the Patient Records 

Library at Chesterfield Royal Hospital. I suppose I needed 

a challenge, and was missing interrogating databases and 

microfilms to find information! I soon became addicted 

and joined CADFHS the following year. Initially I intended 

to produce a family tree for our grandchildren - we have 

four - but have to admit that now it's my main 

hobby/obsession. 

I've lived in Chesterfield all my life, as has my husband, so although I knew my 

maternal grandmother was born in Yorkshire, expected to find the majority of 

ancestors in the Midlands and North East of England. I didn't realise just how 

mobile they were, obviously moving around the country following work, and 

adventurous too, emigrating and making lives in other countries. So I've visited 

several Record Offices in pursuance of information, and taken out a world-

wide subscription to Ancestry. 

I do enjoy the talks at the monthly meetings - you can always learn something 

new, find out about sources you hadn't previously come across - and I love 

members' talks where they share their findings with us. 

A few years ago I volunteered to help the Society in any way I could, doing 

some proof-reading and assisting the membership secretary, who 

unfortunately had to relinquish the post. So for a while I've been manning the 

membership desk, answering queries about membership and (hopefully) 

keeping the membership platform updated on my own. Thanks to all who use 

the Mojo membership platform to renew their membership/amend personal 

details as this reduces the amount of work I have to do. Remember too that if 

you would like to contact another member who is researching the same 

surname as you, to send me an email at "membership_assistant @cadfhs.org" 

with your permission to pass on your message, name and email address to the 

appropriate member. 
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December Meeting 
Join us in some seasonal cheer at our annual Festive December 

Meeting  

(free for members) 

Wednesday 4th December 

7pm 

Bucks Fizz & Nibbles 

Bring and share 

Bring along some seasonal refreshments and enjoy some festive fun 

BUT! 

ABSOLUTELY NO MINCE PIES THANK YOU!!  

We were thrilled to see this letter from 

one of our longest standing members, 

Maureen Pearce.  Maureen, who 

unfortunately can no longer attend 

the meetings, wrote this letter after 

receiving the 30th Anniversary Special 

Edition which contained a ‘pull-out’ 

consisting of excerpts from the first 

ever magazine that CADFHS produced.  

One of these articles was written by 

her husband - ‘Trouble In The Parish’. 

 

Thank you Maureen for sending such 

a lovely letter and we are very 

pleased that you enjoyed reading 

your husband Malcom’s article again, 

as much as we did, as part of our 

celebrations.  

 

Lyn & Mary 
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In May of this year I received a message on Ancestry from Lesley in Canada who is 

researching the Bown family from Matlock and Ashover. My husband Robert descends 

from the Ashover Bowns, so we have common Ancestors on our Trees.  

Lesley and Robert are 6th cousins. Brenda Bubb, one of our CADFHS members, is also a 

Bown descendant, another of Robert's 6th cousins, and a 4th cousin of Lesley. Lesley 

messaged me to say that she was coming to London for the Roots Tech 2019 conference. 

She works for Ancestry.ca and was speaking at the conference, but wanted to come to 

Ashover and meet up with us. We (Lesley, Robert and myself, Brenda and her husband 

Jeff) met at All Saints, Ashover, on 23rd October, where we were able to chat with two 

very helpful ladies in the church. 

 

 

 

DISTANT COUSINS RE-UNITE 

By Margaret Linacre 

After a coffee break at the "Stamp" cafe, where we 

mulled over points of interest and Brenda and Lesley 

were able to exchange documents relating to one 

particular family in their line, sadly Brenda and Jeff 

had to leave. Robert, Lesley and myself had a drive 

around the area visiting some of the places where 

the family had lived, finishing up at Revel Farm, 

Woolley Moor, where Lesley and Brenda's 3x great-

grandparents lived. The current tenant was really 

helpful, and is researching the history of the property, 

which dates from 1660, so has exchanged contact 

details with Lesley in the hopes they can help each 

other.  

 

Altogether a very productive 

day! Although we could have 

done so much more, given the 

time, it was lovely for us to get 

together, and hopefully we'll be 

able to meet up again in the 

future. 

 

Robert, Lesley and Brenda at 

Ashover Church 23/10/2019 

 

We tried without success to find a memorial to Robert's 4x great-grandfather, Isaac 

Bown (1744-1818) who according to Parish records is interred in the middle aisle of 

the church, but did find a headstone in the churchyard for Lesley and Brenda's 4x 

great-grandfather, James Bown (1742-1811), along with a few other Bowns. 
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Our very own Wiki page will be soon be 

ready for our members to use.  This is a sort 

of ‘How To’ guide for all things genealogical 
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1. What group maintains the largest genealogical library in the world?  

2. When was adoption recognised by English law? 

3. What was the occupation of a cateller? 

4. Viscum Album provides an excuse for what? 

5. In which year was the famous Christmas Truce 

when German and English soldiers stopped fighting 

to play football and exchange gifts take place? 

6. If one of your forebears committed a crime which 

records might you find information from at the 

County Offices? 

 

Derbyshire Folk Law 

A Christmas Tale 

(Calver in Derbyshire) 

There was a man who used to steal a fat sheep every Christmas / One Christmas he 

stole the parson’s sheep, his son, a lad of about twelve years old, went about the village 

singing.    

My father’s stolen the parson’s sheep, 

And a merry Christmas we shall keep, 

We shall have both pudding and meat 

But you meant say nought about it 

 

Now it just so happened that one day the parson himself heard the boy sing these 

words, so he called the boy over and said “My, you sing well! Will you come to the 

church next Sunday and sing it there? “.  

“I’ve no clothes to go in “he said. But the parson said “If you will come to church like I’ve 

asked I will buy you some clothes to go in “. So, the boy went to church next Sunday 

evening, dressed in his new clothes that the parson had given him.  

When the service was over the parson said to the people, “Stay a few moments my 

brethren, I want you to hear what this boy has to sing. Its gospel truth that he will tell 

you “, for he was hoping that the boy would confess before all the people that his father 

had stolen his sheep. But the boy got up and sang:  

 

                         As I was at the field one day 

I saw the parson kiss a may 

He gave a shilling not to tell 

And these new clothes do fit me well. 

 

 

From living in the Past  

Community Archaeology Project 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cfry_Holly.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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1. What group maintains the largest genealogical library in 

the world?  

2. When was adoption recognised by English law? 

3. What was the occupation of a cateller? 

4. Viscum Album provides an excuse for what? 

5. In which year was the famous Christmas Truce when 

German and English soldiers stopped fighting to play 

football and exchange gifts take place? 

6. If one of your forebears committed a crime which records 

might you find information from at the County Offices? 

7. The Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, although 

included in the British Isles, are not part of the United 

Kingdom. What are they classed as? 

8. The 1842 Miners Act prohibited the employment of boys 

under the age of ten who worked in the mines from doing 

what? 

9. Where would you find the most useful information 

regarding mining deaths and injuries? 

10. When did the last public hanging take place? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEATIME QUIZ 

Discovering a poor 

ancestor could be to 

your advantage. Poor 

Law records are a rich 

source available to 

family historians and can 

be found at the County 

offices  

A death certificate will 

provide you a person’s 

rank or profession 

which could open up 

some new areas of 

research  

Quite often people 

swapped around 

forenames (they may 

have disliked their 1st 

name )If you have 

searched the G.R.O.  

lists without luck , try 

using the persons 

other forenames if 

known  
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THE TOSS OF A COIN 

Creative story adapted from a 
newspaper report in the Derbyshire 

Times & Chesterfield Herald 1st 
September 1923 by Lyn McNair 

 

“We’re not to go” 17 year old Jesse 

said looking at the coin on the back 

of his hand.  He turned to the rest of 

the family as they sat at the table 

finishing Sunday lunch.  Frances Gill, 

Jesse’s mother, sighed impatiently; “Rubbish!” she exclaimed, shaking her 

head in frustration.  It had been Jesse’s idea to toss a coin to see whether they 

should go out for a drive that day.  Heads they go, tails they don’t.  It had 

landed tails up.  Jesse looked at his dad Joe, then to his brother Fred, two years 

his junior.  They both rolled their eyes skyward, Joe shrugging his shoulders in 

resignation. Mother had spoken, the boys and their father had little choice but 

to agree to an afternoon run out in Mr Mycroft’s car.  

Fred pedalled frantically from his home in 

Grassmoor towards Pilsley on his errand to hire 

their usual driver for their little excursion, 40 year 

old Ernie Mycroft. 

Only the week before Mr Mycroft had 

collected the Gill family along with Frances’s sister 

and brother-in-law Mr and Mrs Ellis Gee, from their 

holiday in the district around Buxton.  Ernie 

Mycroft, as well as being a deputy at the Pilsley 

Colliery, was a familiar sight around the area driving around in his Straker-

Squire 25 horse-power touring car which he hired out to the locals with himself 

as driver. 

It was during this holiday that Fred’s uncle, Ellis Gee, the old Chesterfield 

Football Club player, had the dream.  It was on account of the dream that Jesse 

had suggested tossing a coin that Sunday afternoon. 
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When Fred arrived at Ernie Mycroft’s house he was at 

home and readily agreed to being hired once more by the 

Gills.  It was a fine afternoon although there had been 

some rain that morning, but the sun was out and it 

promised to be dry and bright for the rest of the day, much 

to Frances’s delight.  There was nothing she loved better 

than a trip out in the car with her family and no stupid 

dream was going to keep her from doing just that today! 

When Fred and Ernie arrived Fred climbed into the 

back of the car, Jesse got in the passenger seat next to Ernie, then Joe and 

finally Frances climbed into the back with Fred.  Fred listened to his mother 

chatting away excitedly to his father, his father making acknowledging noises 

but barely listening, he was missing his late Sunday afternoon nap.  Although it 

was 5pm it was still very warm and Fred looked up at the sky wondering if the 

weather would hold.  It wasn’t a bad way to spend an early evening on a 

Sunday really, he thought.  Tomorrow he would be back at Bryan Donkin 

Company Works where he was an engineer’s apprentice.  Jesse and his dad 

would be back at Williamthorpe Pit where his dad was a deputy and his 

brother a pony driver.  Enjoy the sunshine while we can, he thought. 

As they drove away from Grassmoor Fred lazily took in the scenery as 

they headed towards Hasland, his hair being blown around in the wind, his 

mother still chatting, his father still grunting here and there; Jesse was talking 

loudly above the noise of the engine to Ernie about something.  Fred caught 

the occasional few words and guessed they were talking about the car.  Fred 

knew how proud Ernie Mycroft was of his car having only bought it second 

hand in June of the previous year.  Since then Ernie had driven his pride and 

joy a great deal.  A competent and experienced driver, Mycroft, from what 

Fred could hear, was telling Jesse about a trip he had taken to the Peak District 

only the previous week and how he had marvelled at how well the car 

responded to his every touch.   

Fred was still half listening, half day dreaming as they rounded the bend 

opposite Penmore House in Hasland when the car suddenly shot over to the 

kerb on the left then lurched 45 degrees to the right to the other side of the 

road straight towards a wall.  Fred heard a loud crunch as the car hit the wall, 

the impact of which lifted the car, swung it around and caused it to flip right 

over before landing with a sickening crunch of metal on the ground below. 



 

22 
 

At first Fred felt and heard nothing.  He opened his 

eyes.  Winded, he slowly began to become aware of his 

surroundings; he was lying on some grass and he heard 

noises. Dazed, Fred tried to get up, his head spun and he 

realised the noise he could hear was a voice shouting, “Turn 

the engine off!!  Turn the engine off!”  It was Mycroft.  Fred 

heaved himself up to find himself in a garden on the other 

side of the wall the wall the car had hit.  He looked over the 

wall in horror as he saw the car, overturned and facing the 

way they had just come.  He caught sight of someone out of 

the corner of his eye, his father Joe.  He, like Fred, had been flung clear of the 

car, right over the wall.  They looked at each other, their eyes locked as they 

wordlessly acknowledged their disbelief at what had just happened.  The 

dream.  Joe Gill tried to stand but buckled over as his leg gave way beneath 

him.  

Fred turned back to the car.  The others!  Adrenalin kicked in, Jesse, his 

mum and Mycroft were nowhere to be seen.  They must be under the car! 

Some men from cars that were passing by had pulled up and were trying to lift 

the mangled piece of metal that had been the Straker-Squire as it lay 

overturned.   

Fred climbed over the wall and watched stunned as 

the men tried desperately to lift the car from the back in.  

He saw what he assumed was petrol running from the 

wrecked vehicle.  One of the men shouted, “There’s a lad 

in front!” and the men ran to the front and forced the 

passenger side door open.  The men dragged Jesse from 

beneath the mangled vehicle.  Returning to the back of the 

tourer a few men attempted to lift the car again.  One man, 

Jesse Allen, a timber merchant from Brookside, was knelt 

on the ground and Fred could see that Allen had hold of his 

mother’s coat and was trying to drag her clear.  Her upper body was pulled 

clear of the car but her legs were trapped beneath the wreckage.  Fred noticed 

his mother was motionless, her eyes closed.  The men could not lift the car any 

higher.  Mycroft appeared from the driver’s side of the car and he too began to 

add his strength to the lifting of the car. 
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Fred became aware of someone running from Penmore House, it was Dr 

Peck.  It was his garden that Joe and Fred had found themselves in and his wall 

that they had crashed into. Dr Penmore shouted to the men to get some 

sprags, strong sturdy poles, from his outbuilding in order to lever the car up so 

that Mrs Gill could be set free.  Fred immediately began to run to the building 

Dr Peck was pointing to. 

It was while Fred and some of the other men were returning with the 

sprags that the first explosion boomed and split the air.  Fred looked on in 

horror at the car as fire engulfed it.  Before he knew it, 

Mycroft and Jesse were also alight.  Mycroft began to 

run, a pillar of fire, his clothes burning and falling in 

embers to the ground. 

Another explosion, louder and more violent than the 

first.  Fred stood frozen to the spot, helpless and 

traumatized as he watched Mycroft running; Jesse was 

screaming in agony and terror.  Mr Allen, who had 

attempted to drag his mother from the wreck, shouted 

something to Dr Penmore who then ran to Allen’s car 

and pulled out a travel rug.  Dr Peck ran after Mycroft 

yelling at him to lie down on the ground, he then 

covered Mycroft with the rug, smothering the flames.  

Another man went to Jesse’s aid and also managed to put him out. 

Dr Peck’s daughter had called the fire brigade and ambulance which took little 

time to arrive at the scene.  It was too late for Frances.  The inquest revealed 

that she had died instantly as a direct result of the car accident, not the fire.  

Mycroft, Jesse and Joe were taken in the ambulance to the Chesterfield Royal 

Hospital.  Mycroft died of his injuries sustained in the explosion later that day.   

A verdict of ‘Accidental Death’ was given with recommendations from Dr 

Peck that the camber be lowered and a caution notice put up at the corner 

outside of his home where the accident happened.  He had stated at the 

inquest that in the last six years as many accidents had happened at the exact 

same corner; his wall having been knocked down each time! 

The accident shocked the residents of Hasland, New Tupton and Grassmoor.  

Deeply moved by the tragedy, the worst to have occurred on the roads of 

Chesterfield to that date, the residents all turned out for Frances’s funeral 
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which took place at Hasland Parish 

Church on the Thursday after the 

accident.  With his father and 

brother still in hospital recovering 

15 year old Fred was the only 

member of the direct family to 

attend.  He was deeply moved as 

the cortege made its way from 

Hagg Hill, New Tupton, the home 

of his mother’s parents, *Mr & 

Mrs Thomas Moorcroft.  Every 

window on the route had its blinds drawn.  People gathered along the sides of 

the road to pay their respects.  The cortege halted outside the Miner’s Arms in 

Grassmoor where a large group of women from the Female Friendly Society 

stood, wearing their rosettes of white ribbon.  The Rev. C.A. Page met the 

cortege along with 200 people gathered for the service.   

Amongst them were Frances’s sister and brother-in-law Mr and Mrs Ellis Gee.  

Fred and Ellis looked at one another across the churchyard, thoughts 

exchanged but unspoken.   

The Dream  It was Ellis who’d had the dream during their shared holiday in 

Buxton.  It was because of this dream that the two families had come home 

from the holiday by a different route.   In the dream Ellis had seen Mycroft’s 

car, the beautiful Straker-Squire, crash into a wall and turn a somersault.  In 

driving home a different route the party had thought they had avoided the 

awful foretelling. But for the toss of a coin, perhaps they would have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Penmore House, Hasland 2019 

Scene of the accident (2019) 

Right: Penmore House from the road 
Below: The road opposite Penmore House 

*Thomas Moorcroft: Featured in last issue’s 

‘Dastardly Deeds’ – GG Grandfather of Lyn McNair 



 

25 
 

OCTOBER TALK by Cathy Sims 

Truth was better than Family Fiction 

Two case studies 

Part 1 

 

The Family Legend: My husband’s grandparents were all born outside 

Derbyshire and as far as my husband knew, had no relatives in Chesterfield. 

 

His maternal grandparents, Robert and Eliza Ward (nee Starvis), left their 

families behind in Cambridgeshire and moved to Chesterfield to start married 

life in 1909.  Robert had been in the Boer war, having joined the army in 1893.  

Their first child, Ivy May, was born in Chesterfield in July 1909 followed by the 

births of Wilfred, Daisy, Leonard, Dorothy (my mother in law), Violet and Lily. 

 

Eliza Ward (nee Starvis) 

Daughter of John Starvis and Caroline 

Susannah (nee Smith) married in 1881 

Dullingham 

Eliza was born 1887 in Dullingham, 

Cambridgeshire.  Her father was a farm 

labourer, later a thatcher, but famed as a 

poacher! 

John a farm labourer, later a thatcher, but famed 

as a poacher.  The couple had 5 children 

William, Samuel, Eliza, Edith and John 

 

Caroline Susannah Smith, Eliza’s mother was born in 1862 in Dullingham.  She 

was the first child of Samuel Smith and Harriet Susannah (nee Bigmore). Both 

were born in Dullingham and married there in 1862.  The 1871 Census reveals 

that she had two younger brothers, William and George.  The family lived in 

Dullingham in an estate cottage with Samuel working as a labourer. 

 

Harriet Susannah Bigmore was born in Dullingham 1843.  Her parents were 

Stephen Bigmore and Phoebe Haylock married in 1841 in Withersfield.  

Harriet’s brother William Bigmore Haylock was born in 1841 in Withersfield 

and her step sister, Eliza, died young. 

  

Caroline & John Starvis last 

home 
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The Family Disappears 

In the 1881 census John and Caroline Starvis are still living in Dullingham BUT 

there is no sign of Samuel and Harriet Smith, Caroline’s parents OR her 

maternal grandparents Stephen and Phoebe Bigmore.  William Bigmore 

Haylock, Harriet Smith’s brother, and his family also disappear without a trace!  

There are no entries in the death or burial registers. 

 

I Got Stuck…….       Challenge.... Too many Smiths!! 

 

I did a Wildcard search on Stephen and Phoebe Bigmore using ‘Find my Past’ 

1891 Census entry... Found them! 

 

Bigmore Family 1881 

Stephen Bigmore Head    Married 74  Gen labourer  Hunts Longville  

Phoebe Bigmore Wife   Married72    Suffolk Little Thurlow 

William S Smith Gson    Married 25  Gen Lab    Cams Dullingham 

Mary Smith  Gsons wife Married       22   Derbys Eckington 

Ethel M Smith   Great granddaughter      3   Derbys Brimington 

 

The big surprise...they were living in Brimington!  Not only were they living in 

Brimington but further census searches revealed that Harriet Smith was also 

living in Brimington in 1891 with her son George Alfred and her daughter Ruth 

who was only 10.  However, Harriet was no longer a Smith.  She had remarried 

and her surname was now Ratcliffe, Sam presumably dead. 

 

A search for George Alfred Smith in 1901 census finds Harriet and Sam’s 

youngest son, in Brimington also, living with his wife Ruth and adopted 

daughter Gertrude; birthplace Dullingham! 

 
1881 Census 

Thomas Ratcliff  31  Lab. Iron foundry 

Harriet S Ratcliff 37 

William S Ratcliff 15  Lab. Iron foundry 

George A Ratcliff 12  Scholar 

Annie Marier  9 Scholar 

Mary Ratcliff  3 

Ruth H Ratcliff  0 

The three older children were described as step children. 
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 Annie Maria Smith born in Dullingham in 1871 

 Thomas and Harriet married in Chesterton, Cambridgeshire in 1875 

 

Harriet Disappears Again! 

No record in 1901 census of Harriet Ratcliff was found, or any death record, 

however there was a marriage record in 1893!  Harriet marries for the 3rd time 

to Edward Rayner, brother of her daughter in law. He was 21years her junior. 

 

What Happened to Harriet’s Husbands? 

Samuel Smith died in1874 of typhoid in Brimington. Witness was Phoebe 

Bigmore, his mother in law. He was 35 and working as a furnace labourer. 

Thomas Ratcliff died in 1884 aged 34 of tubercular meningitis in Brimington. 

He was also a furnace labourer. Witness was Harriet  

Edward Rayner outlived Harriet after she died in 1905 aged 61. 

 

Two Nice Tributes 

William Stephen Smith and his wife, Mary, named their son 

 Samuel Ratcliff Rayner Smith 

A tribute to all three of Harriet’s husbands 

 

Caroline and John Starvis named their sons: 
 William Stephen  after her brother 

 Samuel James   after their fathers 

 John George Rayner  after his father,        

Caroline’s brother and her stepfather 

 

Why Did The Smiths and Bigmores leave Dullingham? 

Cambridgeshire agricultural wages were the lowest in the country and housing 

was tied to employment.  The Agricultural Workers union was active and in the 

1870s up to 80 labourers in the village undertook a strike.  The 1871 census 

lists 119 labourers on 10 farms. 

In neighbouring Suffolk farmers organised a lock out.  Many friends and 

neighbours moved to Chesterfield to seek work. 

There must still be some of William Stephen’s descendants in the area. He had 

8 children.  Why did Robert and Eliza hide this? 
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Part Two 

The Brewertons – My paternal family 

 

How My Interest Started 

Harry Brewerton, my great grandfather 

 

Died in 1890 aged 36   

 

Harry Brewerton 1853-1890 

My paternal great grandfather 

 

Family Legend Was… 

Harry’s parents had died when he was very young and 

he had been brought up by his older brother, Robert. 

Robert had supported Harry’s widow and two young sons after Harry died but 

stopped when my grandfather’s elder brother married a barmaid. 

 

Sources: 

My grandmother 

My father 

Family bible 

Missing family tree commissioned by Robert 

 

What I found in the Family Bible: 

Harry was born in Reading July 5th 1853. 

He married Emily Sherlock in 1878 

They had two sons 

  Frank Howard 1881 

  Arthur Ernest 1885, my grandfather. 

Twin daughters born in 1883 in Melbourne, Australia died at birth 

Harry died on January 12th 1890. 

My great grandmother added the deaths of three of Robert’s children 

Arthur R 1883,aged 15 

Florence E 1887 drowned with her betrothed 

Frederic W 1888 aged 13 
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And a couple more Brewertons 

CJ Brewerton RAF killed flying in Malta 1927 

Alice Brewerton died 1929 

 

What I Found Out 

Harry was the son of Samuel Robert Brewerton and Maria Wells 

He had a sister Alice baptised in 1855 

He had a brother Charles was born in 1856 in Oxford. Their father was now a 

publican.  Samuel Robert and Maria married in Caversham near Reading in 

1840. 

 

What I Tried Next: 

My father had a colleague in the past and thought they were connected from 

the missing tree 

Maryrose sent me tree done from the family bible but had no idea how 

the connection worked. Her family came from Godington. 

 

Letters to Brewertons in the Reading area 

Result was found Harry had another brother, Albert Cockburn, born in 

1865 

 Bob, Joy, Sheila and Gylla joined forces 

 They found another cousin, David, in Halifax 

 

Things Didn’t Add Up 

Harry had another three siblings 

We couldn’t find Robert in the birth registrations 

Why were there such large gaps in the births of the children? 

 

When Did Samuel Robert and Maria Die? 

Hours of microfilm and London index books...... 

Found Samuel Robert died aged 70 in 1888, a year before Harry died, when my 

grandfather was three 

Much later found Maria died in 1904 

My father got curious.... 
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Call From My Father About Death Certificate 

He’s called Samuel Robert Brewerton 

He lived at Park Homer in Dorset 

He was a butler 

He was 70 

He died of organic brain disease and cancer of the mediastinal gland 

BUT he died in a Lunatic asylum in Surrey! 

One very amused father who agreed the family history was a hoax. 

 

 Brookwood asylum near Woking 

Patient 20/8/1877-16/9/1888 

 

 

 

 

 

Brookwood Asylum Records – A New Dimension 

He had threatened to cut his wife’s throat!! 

Said the queen had his property worth over £60k. 

Thought Horace Walpole his political enemy and his admission was a political 

act 

Worked in the Officers mess 

1882 paid several visits to his wife in Reading and sons in London. Took some 

of Maria’s things and pawned them 

Put up notices on local church door 

Letters in his handwriting about his case 

 

1841 & 1851 Census 

1841 census 

Samuel Robert and Maria both in Wolverton, Hants but living apart 

Maria a FS 

Samuel a MS 

 Robert was a month old. Christened Samuel Robert junior. 
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1851 census  

No Samuel Robert 

Mary Maria working as a house servant in Berkshire.  

Robert at school as a boarding pupil near Henley. 

 

1861 

No Samuel Robert 

Maria working as a cook in Eton 

Robert working as a solicitors clerk in Abingdon 

Harry a boarder near Abingdon 

Alice and Charles nurse children in Sutton Courtenay. 

 

1871 

Samuel Robert and Maria both working at Dummer House near Basingstoke 

Robert married with a family in Essex working as a tea dealer 

No Harry 

Alice (16) at school and a boarder in Basingstoke 

Charles (14) boarder at Caversham House School 

Albert (6) nurse child in Little Marlow, his birthplace 

 

The Horniman Connection 

Robert, Harry and Charles all worked for Hornimans teas 

Hornimans founder, John, was Samuel Robert’s first cousin, a Quaker. 

Hornimans was the first company to sell tea in sealed packets to guarantee 

quality.  

1891 largest tea company in the world 

John left over £300k in 1893. Very generous man in his lifetime and in his will 

left over £90k to charity (£11million in today’s values) 

Robert became a partner in the firm with his cousin, Frederick, John’s son 

He was also the first executor for John’s will. 

The Horniman museum in Forest Hill, London 

 

Our Conclusions and Updates 

Samuel Robert and Maria lived apart for long periods.  

I suspect he had poor mental health for many years which was not treatable at 

the time. The family wanted to hide this. 
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Robert must have been very supportive of his younger siblings but had his own 

family tragedies 

We now think the Hornimans were also heavily involved in the support of all 

the family 

The Horniman connection linked us into Maryrose’s family history through 

Samuel Robert’s grandparents. Two brothers had married two sisters 

 

Harry died of a very rare cancer 

Brewton Close is on Godington village map for 1818 

 

Godington Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW! 

MEMBERS HANDBOOK COMING SOON 

Dena Fanshawe is currently working on a new members’ handbook 

that will replace the Welcome Pack that new members receive when 

they join CADFHS 

The Member Handbook is a reference to meet most of your needs 

about your membership and much more. 

We look forward to using this amazing handbook as a resource for 

the magazine in the future. 
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Born in Chesterfield 

Violet Markham 

Violet Markham was born at Brimington Hall in 

October 1872, the fifth child of Charles Markham an 

engineer who developed a device which enabled 

coke to be turned from coke to coal and later 

founded the Staveley Coal and Iron Company along 

with his partner Richard Barrow , and his wife Rosa 

Paxman the daughter of Sir Joseph Paxman who 

designed the Crystal Palace .  

Violet states in her autobiography that her mother 

having already bore four children thought her family 

complete and at first had found her fifth pregnancy 

a somewhat unwanted surprise. At the time of her 

birth her father Charles was away on a shooting trip 

in Yorkshire when news of her birth was brought to 

him and a note in his diary simply states “Rosa had a 

little girl. Thirty-one and half brace of grouse and 

rabbits “. Her brother Charles age seven seemed 

equally unimpressed and wrote to his father 

‘Dearest Papa, I cannot believe there is a new baby. 

I think it is an unnecessary expense. I would advise 

you to sell it. I haven’t caught a stag yet ‘. 

On New Year’s Eve 1873 the family moved to Tapton 

House a mile and a half away from Chesterfield and 

this became Violet’s home for the next 50 years.  

Due to an inheritance Violet was able to live 

independently which allowed her to devote much of 

her time to public service and to travel. Throughout 

her life she maintained strong links with 

Chesterfield. Her main interest was in education and 

she was a member of the Chesterfield Education Authority from 1899 until 1934. 

In 1902 she became president and founder of the Chesterfield Settlement, an 

educational foundation for the local community. During the First World War she 

served on the executive committee of the National Relief Fund which was set up 

Brimington Hall 
Thought to be Jacobean the 
exact date of when the Hall 
was built in not known. A 

carving in one of the 
bedrooms carried the date 

1639 but is thought to 
relate to the carving itself 
rather than the building. It 
was probably built by the 

Foljambe’s and sold by them 
in 1623 to a Col Gill. It then 

descended through 
marriage to the Heywood 

family and then again 
through marriage in the 

early 1700 hundreds to the 
Coke family. It then appears 
to have been converted into 

small tenements until 
restored and altered back 

into a single home again by 
Col. E.T. coke who lived 

there from 1835 till 1848. 
After this it seems to have 
been let until it was sold in 

1864 to the Markham family 
who live there until 1873.It 

was demolished in 1923  
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to alleviate the distress caused by the war and 

which dispensed to service families and their 

dependants as well as civilians. This experience 

left her with a determination to help reduce 

the effects of poverty and unemployment 

especially amongst women. I n 1915 she 

married Lieutenant Colonel James Carruthers 

and accompanied him to Cologne where he 

was stationed as the chief demobilisation 

officer after the First World War. He husband 

was sub sequentially a racehorse owner who 

died suddenly at Ayr racecourse in 1936. In 1934 

she became a member of the unemployment Assistance Committee and also 

worked on the Central Committee for women’s employment. Violet was also 

active politically and in 1918 she stood as an Independent Liberal for the 

Mansfield Division of Nottinghamshire , in 1924 was elected as a town councillor 

and served as Mayor of Chesterfield in 1927  and is immortalised in the 

Chesterfield mayoral chain and Mayoress symbolic collaret of hearts and fleur-

de-lis  which she donated . 

Despite her work as a social reformer and 

active involvement in local politics she was 

strongly opposed to women being given the 

parliamentary vote. and in 1909 she was 

nominated by the National Women Anti 

Suffrage League onto their central committee.  

The aims of the League were to prevent 

women being granted the vote in parliament 

although it supported them having votes in 

local government. In a speech given at the Albert Hall in 1912 she told the 

audience that the suffrage movement “… flies in the face of hard facts and 

nature “ she went onto say “We believe that men and women are different -not 

similar -beings with talents that are complimentary, not identical and that they 

therefore ought to have different shares in the management of the State , that 

they severally compose . We do not depreciate by one jot or tittle women’s 

work. We are concerned to find the proper channels of expression for that work. 

We seek a fruitful diversity of political function not a stultifying uniformity.” 

Tapton House 

Was built in the late 18th century by 

the Wilkinson family of bankers, 

who also helped fund the 

Chesterfield Canal . It was also once 

the home of George Stevenson the 

famous engineer who leased the 

house from 1832 until his death in 

1848 

Violet shown here with her brother 

Charles Paxton Markham 
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Violet counted amongst her greatest achievements the opening of Violet 

Markham school in Newbold, her charity work and receiving The Order of the 

Companions of Honour. The order was founded by King George V in 1917 as a 

reward for outstanding achievements in the arts, music, science, politics, 

industry or religion.  She died in 1959. 
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Quiz Answers  

1. Church of the latter-Day Saints (Mormons) 

2. 1927 

3.  General Pedlar  

4.   A Kiss (Its Mistletoe) 

5.  1914 

6.  Rolls and Papers – give details of individual cases, Minute Books 

and Lists of Prisoners  

7.  British Crown Dependencies  

8.  Working underground  

9.  Mine Inspectors reports, newspapers and periodicals and 

Internet Websites  

10.  1868  
 

 

Photograph citation:   By Unknown - http://stuffynwood.com/markham_sh.htm, Public Domain, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4614676 
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Ask The Experts 
At the end of our AGM this year we launched our ‘Ask the Experts’ 

Q&A session.  Here are some of the questions 

…and answers 

Margaret Marsden, Cathy Sims, Linda Jackson and Dave Wheatcroft 
 

Where will I find WW1 Nursing Records? 

The British Red Cross organised many volunteers or Voluntary Aid 

Detachments (VAD).  In their online archives it is simple to search for an 

ancestor who may have served as a volunteer nurse during the Great War.  

Just type in the name of the person you are looking for using their ‘search’ 

facility on the webpage (https://vad.redcross.org.uk). 

 

This information is also available on the ‘Find My Past’ website 

(http://findmypast.co.uk).  Search under ‘British Army British Red Cross Society 

Volunteers 1914-1918’. 

 

The British National Archives also hold information.  Most trained nurses 

belonged to Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service.  There was 

also the Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Service Reserve and The 

Territorial Force Nursing Service.  

 

  

 

 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

Trade Union Archives - 

http://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/holdings/main_archives 

Freemasonry - http://museumfreemasonry.org.uk 

Find a grave  - www.findagrave.com 

Maps   - www.balh.org.uk (subscription req’d) 

Adoption Contact Register   

www.gov.uk/adoption-records 

https://vad.redcross.org.uk/
http://findmypast.co.uk/
http://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/holdings/main_archives
http://museumfreemasonry.org.uk/
http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.balh.org.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/adoption-records
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Adoption Records 

 

Prior to 1927 adoptions were mostly private arrangements and as a result very 

few records were kept documenting details of the adoption.  Some records 

may exist if a solicitor was involved or another organisation, however it is 

almost impossible to trace these arrangements. 

 

Another option to pursue is a basic search on Dr Barnardo’s Family History 

Services (https://www.barnardos.org.uk/former-barnardos-children) 

 

New GRO indexes: what is an 'occasional copy'? 

 

If you've been frantically making use of the new online indexes of births and 

deaths you'll probably have come across the wording 'occasional copy' in the 

search results. I had a shrewd idea what this might mean, but rather than 

guess I invited the GRO to provide an explanation: 

 

These are going to be instances where the original registration has been 

amended in some way, requiring an “occasional copy” to be sent to the 

Registrar General (ie to supersede the original Quarterly Certified Copy). 

 

They won’t be late registrations, which would be sent in with the Quarterly 

Certified returns for the relevant quarter. 

 

Family historians being inquisitive souls, we inevitably wonder what change 

has been made - so I also asked whether it would be possible to obtain a copy 

of the original entry: 

 

If a change has resulted in a re-registration of a birth, the new entry effectively 

supersedes the earlier one. The earlier entry remains in the index, but would 

have to be identified in the usual way and a copy of that earlier entry 

specifically ordered. 

 

GRO would routinely issue the latest entry unless the customer specifically 

requests and references the earlier entry and if the earlier entry was provided, 

GRO would enclose a covering letter stating that this Certificate cannot be 

used for Official Purposes. 
From https://genealogy-specialists.com 

https://genealogy-specialists.com/
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Where can I get information about Prisoners of War? 

If you aren’t a member of a genealogy site you can you can look up on Google 

‘POW WW1’ and/or WW2 to get to a number of sites which are free.  War 

Memorial Records is a good site to look for ancestors who died during the 

wars. 

********************************** 

 

Sadly we ran out of time for any further questions but if you want to ‘Ask The 

Experts’ then let us have your questions and we’ll do our best to find out for you.  

Answers will feature in future editions of our magazine. 

 

NOVEMBER TALK 

Neil Bridgwater – Markham Pit: My Part In Its Downfall 

 
Neil gave a talk on the history of Markham Colliery and an account of his 

own experiences of working at the colliery as an electrician.  The 

following is taken and adapted from his own website which is full of 

useful information if any of your ancestors were local miners! 
 

 

Markham Colliery 
The pits at Markham were named after Charles Markham.  The 

Markham family were a prominent feature of the history of the Staveley 

Company and Charles Paxton Markham (1865-1926 was the eldest son 

of Charles Markham (1823-1888). 

 

In 1882 the Staveley Company leased 

5,000 acres of coal reserve on the 

Sutton Estates which was for 63 years.  

By 1885 Markham No. 1 colliery was in 

full production.  In 1886 another 

colliery was sunk into the Deep Softs, 

or Clay Cross Soft seam and this was 

to be called Markham No. 2.  Another 

colliery known as Markham No. 5 

Markham 2 
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Shaft, or the Palterton Air shaft was sunk in 1919 at Doe Lea to improve 

the ventilation. 

 

Throughout this colliery sinking 

era the Staveley Company 

embarked on a colliery housing 

project.  Many colliery  ‘villages’ 

were built to house the miners and 

their families near to their 

respective collieries, at Markham, 

Hartington, Arkwright, Warsop 

Vale, Staveley, Barrow Hill, 

Speedwell and Poolsbrook for 

example.  This also gave the 

company a share in their workers 

lives and the accommodation 

came with the employment and this served the Staveley Company’s own 

interests by encouraging a ‘non-union’ culture among the men with the 

threat of losing their homes should they strike or opposed any of the 

Company’s rules. 

 

By the 1920s the Staveley Company controlled the power grid network 

that supplied its own collieries, works, housing, local companies and 

local authorities.  They annual supply was around 54 million kilowatt 

hours of energy. 

 

Markham closed in 1994 
 

For further information visit Neil’s website: http://oldminer.co.uk/colliery.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Markham 3 

Markham 4 
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WHAT’S ON? 

(Doors open at 7pm; Talks to begin at 7.30pm)  
 

January 8th – ‘Last Man to be Hung Drawn & Quartered in England’ 

Speaker – David Wheatcroft 

February 5th – TBC change in programme due to ill health 

March 4th – ‘Trials, Tribulation and Retribution’ Speaker – Linda 

Jackson 

April 1st – ‘Old Colonialist and Territories’ Speaker – Janet Ashley 

May 6th – ‘Pestilence, Intrigue and Murder’ Speaker – Ian Morgan 
 
 



 

 
 

Scarsdale Hundred Area: the area that CADFHS covers 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CADFHS meet at 7pm (talks commence at 7.30pm) every first 

Wednesday of each month at Whittington Moor Methodist Church, 

Scarsdale Road, Whittington Moor, Chesterfield S41 8NA 


