Palaeography and Latin for Family History
Have you ever come across an old document and had trouble understanding the old fashioned handwriting? Or come across Latin in parish records and can’t understand it?
You’re not alone! It can be very difficult at first, but with a little practice it can become easy!

There are various free websites and aids on the Internet.

1) The National Archives has a brilliant online practical tutorial, Palaeography, Reading Old Handwriting 1500 - 1800 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palaeography/
2) There is a free online course from Cambridge University English Handwriting and Online Course 1500 – 1700

https://www.english.cam.ac.uk/ceres/ehoc/
3) Catholic records in particular were written in Latin. Latin was also used in old legal documents.  Here is a list of the words you might find in the records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Latin_Genealogical_Word_List
4) Genealogical Abbreviations. Here is a list of abbreviations you might find in genealogical documents.

http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~randyj2222/genealogy/abbrev.html
5) Another list of Latin words and phrases you might come across.

http://www.genealogyintime.com/dictionaries/genealogy-latin-dictionary-pageA.html?awt_l=KMmk2&awt_m=JAA8hvjbuwk.Vy
